L1915.8. Physical/Mental/Psychological Examinations and Home Studies.

A. Upon agreement of the parties at the initial conference, the hearing officer may include in the
recommended interim order a direction that the parties obtain physical, mental or psychological examinations and/or
home studies, prior to the date of the pre-trial conference and may establish a date by which the parties must make
the initial arrangements.

B. Any request by the parties for evaluations made after the initial conference and not made at the pre-trial
conference or entered into by stipulation must be made by motion in accordance with Pa.R.C.P. No. 1915.8, alleging
specific facts and reasons for the request, with a hearing to be held after reasonable notice to the other party.

C. Unless otherwise directed by the court or hearing officer or agreed upon by the parties, the expense of any
evaluation shall be borne initially by the party requesting the evaluation and shall be paid in accordance with Pa.
R.C.P. No. 1915.8. A final allocation of the expense may be made by the court upon entry of an order or decision
rendered on any issues raised in the proceeding.

D. Any evaluation filed with the court shall not be available for public inspection and shall be impounded by

the prothonotary.



