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RE: Update to the Local Rules regarding Support, Divorce and Custody 

DATE: January I 3, 2022 

Over the past year or so, I have been working on updating and revising the local rules in regard to 
support, divorce and custody. I have updated the Rules to reflect changes in the state rules and to 
eliminate local rules which simply duplicated state rules. The following is my explanation for 
each change in the event there are any questions. My original plan was to obtain your approval 
to submit this to the Local Rules Committee. Now that I will not be here, I am providing you 
with this information so you can do what you wish in regard to this matter. I do want to point out 
that many of our local rules are outdated and inconsistent with the current state rules; therefore, 
something should be done in the near future in regard to this matter. 

As I was making these amendments and changes, I did have Dana and Diane, Stephanie and 
Greta, and Judges Linhardt and Tira review for any comments or corrections they may have. 
Stacy Griggs also reviewed portions of the changes. This project was completed in 2020; 
however, there were some potential changes coming to some rules that I was waiting on before 
finali zing so as not to have to do this more than once. At this point, I believe all of the changes 
are consistent with the current state rules and there are no rules pending that I am aware of that 
would indicate that we should hold off any longer in regard to getting this matter taken care of. 

I wanted to get this to you now in the event that you have any questions of me in regard to this. 
Jen Linn worked closely with me on this and could address any questions or issues that may arise 
after I leave. 

L300. Changes have been made to reflect what should be filed with the Prothonotary and what 
should be filed with DRO. 

L411. This Rule should be eliminated as Pa.R.C.P. 411 was rescinded. 
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L1910. This Rule was added to provide for filing procedures in the DRO Office. 

L1910.10 and 1910.12. Changes have been made to both of these local Rules to reflect the 
changes in the new State Rules, as well as the change for filing of support matters in the 
Domestic Relations Office. 

L1910.14. This Rule was changed to reflect the correct place to file for this relief. 

L1910.15. and L1910.15-1. This Rule was outdated and not consistent with current procedure 
or state rules. Changes have been made to be consistent with current practice and rules. 

L1920.20. This Rule was added to reflect local enforcement procedure. 

L1910.22. This Local Rule was added to reflect local procedure. 

L1915.3. Changes were made to this Rule for semantics and wording rather than any substantive 
change. 

L1915.3-2. Unnecessary language was removed. 

L1915.3-3. A change was made to identify the correct type of order. 

L1915.8. Changes were made to the wording and capitalization. 

L1915.12. A typographical error was corrected. 

L1920.13. This Rule contradicts the State Rule, which does not provide for a master to hear 
matters of special relief pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. 1915.13. 

L1920.16. Changes have been made to this Rule to reflect what occurs locally in regard to 
bifurcation. Hearing Officers do not hear claims for bifurcation. 

L1920.21. The State Rule has been updated in regard to bill particulars and changes were made 
to be consistent with, and not duplicative of, the State Rule. 

L1920.31. This Rule was changed to reflect the current State Rule. 

Ll920.32. This Rule is duplicative of the State Rule and, therefore, not a necessary Local Rule. 
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L1920.33. The cite to the newly numbered Local Rule which is referenced later. 

L1920.42. This Rule was removed as it is outdated and not consistent with the State Rules. A 
local rule is not needed as we follow the State Rule. 

L1920.42(a). This Rule was added to reflect the procedure in which grounds for divorce are 
established to permit the appointment of a master for equitable distribution. 

L1920.43. This Rule was removed as it contradicts the State Rule, which does not provide for 
Masters to hear matters of special relief. 

L1920.45. This Rule is repetitive of the State Rule and, therefore, a local rule is not required. 

L1920.Sl. This Rule was changed to reflect how matters are scheduled before Hearing Officers. 

L1920.SS-1. This Rule was added to reflect which procedure under the State Rules are utilized in 
our County in regard to the appointment of a master. 

L1920.SS-2. This Rule was amended to update the current procedure in regard to exceptions and 
the requesting of transcripts. 

L1920. 71. This Rule is duplicative of the State Rule and, therefore, there is no need for a local 
rule. 

L1930.S. There was language added to this Rule to make the Rule easier to understand. 

JRM/jrr 
Attachment 
c. Eric Linhardt, Judge 

Ryan Tira, Judge 
Jennifer McConnell, Director of Court Services 
April McDonald, Deputy Court Administrator 
Jennifer Linn, Law Clerk 



DOCKETS 

L300. Docket s. 

---":~:-.. -.. -.--.'.~.: _p~r~t~~~~~~~-~~~-l! _~ee_~ -~~-~ -~~!~!~!~_ th_e _f~l!?_~i~-~-~~~~~-t_s: _________ ... -·· i.._F_o_r_m_a_tt_e_d._· F_o_n_t:_N_o_t_Bo_l_d _ _______ ~ 

___ A.1_. Judgment docket. 

82. Mechanics lien docket, wherein shall be entered mechanics liens.• ······i Formatted: Indent: Left 0.5" 

releases and waivers thereof, and municipal claims. 

___ E~. Federal tax lien docket. wherein shall be entered federal tax l iens. 

64. Secured transaction docket. 

ES. Fictitious names docket. --- -
F6. General miscellaneous docket, wherein shall be entered all other- ······ { Formatted: Indent: Left 0.5" 

actions and proceedings of every kind, except disciplinary cases. 

___ 6?..: Supplemental or pre-index docket. 

B. The Domestic Relat ions Office shall keep and maintain the following 

1. Child support docket. 

2. Spousal support docket. 

3. Alimoney pendente lite docket. 

4. Special paternity docket. 

SERVICE 

L400.1(b). Service of Original Process. Original process shall be served within the 

Commonwealth (i) by the sheriff or a competent adult in all actions in equity, in 

partit ion, to prevent waste, and for declaratory j udgment when declaratory relief 

is the only relief sought, and (ii) by the sheriff in all other actions. 



l411. Action for Suppo1t. 111 all actio11S agai11st a defe11da11t 1esidi119 i11 Lyco111i119 

Coa11ty, tlie do111estic 1elatio11s office sl1all seioe tl1e co111plai11t, 01dei a11J notice 

i11 acco1da11ce witl1 Pa.R.C.P. 411. 

L430. Service by Publication. 

A. Any request for service pursuant to a special order of court under Pa.R.C.P. 

430 shall comply with Rule L206. 

B. Service by publication shall be made in such a manner that the person so 

served shall have at least ten (10) days after publication to act on the matter served by 

publication. 

C. Service shall be complete upon the appearance of the last complete 

publication. Proofs of publication shall be filed before judgment or any other action is 

taken by the plaintiff. 

D. Where service by publication is permitted by Pa.R.C.P. 410, (concerning real 

property actions) the notice shall be published for one week in the Lycoming Reporter 

and at least one newspaper of general circulation. The notice shall be in the form 

required by the rules and shall include a description of the land involved. 

L440. Use of Prothonotary's Office Mail Box. Service of copies of legal papers, that 

are allowed to be served by regular mail, may be made upon the party's attorney of 

record who maintains an office in Lycoming County, by placing the document in the 

mailbox maintained for the attorney in the office of the Lycoming County prothonotary. 



terminated, the disposition and the fact of their appearance shall be noted by the 

arbitrators on the award form and delivered to the prothonotary. 

SUPPORT ACTIONS 

L1910.ffl: Hearing-~Procedure. 'Fhe-procedore-provide:d by Pa. R.C.P. No. 1910.12 

i>he1eby adopted. 

A. Child Support, Spousal Support, Alimony Pendente Lite. 

1. The procedure provided by Pa.R.C.P. 1910.4 is hereby adopted. 

B. Special Paternity. 

1. A party who alleges to be the biological father of a minor chi ld 

shall commence an action for special paternity by filing a complaint to establish 

paternity and for genetic testing in the Domestic Relations Office. 

2. When a minor child was born of a marriage. a party who alleges a 

third party is the biological father of that minor child shall commence an action for 

special patern ity by filing a complaint to establish paternity in the Domestic 

Relations Office. 

C. Child Support and Special Paternity. 

1. If a party is seeking child support for a minor child born of a 

marriage from a third party (not the husband). the party must file two separate 

complaints in the Domestic Relations Office: (1) a complaint for child support, and 

(2) a complaint to establish paternity. 

D. Standard Procedure for Initiating a Domestic Relations Case. 

1. If a party wishes to file a complaint for child support, spousal 

support. alimony pendente lite, and/or special paternity, the party must meet with 

an intake officer in the Domestic Relations Office who will then file the complaint 

and serve the defendant. 



2. In accordance with Pa.R.C.P. 1910.S(a). if the case initiating party is 

unable to appear in the Domestic Relations Office to meet with an intake officer. 

the party's attorney of record must file a complaint for child support or spousal 

support on behalf of his/her/ their client in the Domestic Relations Office by 

utilizing the form provided in Pa.R.C.P. 1910.27(a). 

E. Documents, Motions and Petit ions. 

1. All documents, motions. and petitions to be filed under a domestic 

relations or special paternity docket must be filed in the Domestic Relations Office 

by an individual party or an individual• s attorney of record. 

L1910.12. Exceptions Procedure. 

A. The procedure provided by Pa.R.C.P. 19101.12(0-(h) is hereby 

adopted. 

• · · · · · · [ Formatted: Indent: First line: O" 

B. The exceptions shall be filed with the Domestic Relations Office and shall• ·· ····i Formatted: Indent: Left o.s·. First line: o· 

have attached to them a copy of the order to which the exceptions have been 

taken. A Rule L205.2(b)B Motion Cover Sheet is required. The Hearing Officer who 

entered the order shall be provided with a copy of the exceptions by the fil ing 

party. The cover sheet shall indicate whether or not a transcript of the Family Court 

hearing is required. If a transcript is requested. a Request for Transcript form must 

be completed pursuant to L4007(A) and submitted to the Senior Court Reporter.A: 

Tl1is procedme sl1all ap~ 

t:--all-exceptionrto-the-report-am:hecommendatiorrentered-witlrrespect • ··· •· · { Formatted: Indent: First line: O" 

to clai111s filed i11 OI collected tl11ougl1 tl1e do111estic 1elatio11s office, a11d, 

Z:--atl exceptio11s to ti 1e-repo1ta11d 1eco111111e11datio11e11te1ed witl 1 1espect 

to-ciaim>raised-in-adivorce action and-whicl 1 I 1ave 11ot been-filed-in-or 

colfected-throogtrtht:dome-stic 1elatio11s office: 

B. Tl1e exceptions and one copy sltall be filed with tlte p1otlio11ota1y, and sl1all l1ave- · ····· { Formatted: Indent: Left: 0.5". First line: o· 

attached to tl1e111 a copy-ofthe 01de1 to which tl1e exceptions have been take11. A 



1ole L2B5.2(b)B 111otio11 cove1 sheet is 1eqoi1ed. Tl1e cove1 sl1eet-shathndicate 

wliet11e1 0111ot a lia11suipt of tl1e Fa111ily Comt l1eaii119 is 1equi1ed .. 

1. Upo11 tire filing of exceptio11s 011de1 subpa1ag1apli A.1, above, a date fo1 Formatted: -Paragraph 2, Indent Left: 0.5", Tab stops: 
O", Left + Not at 3.5" 

occurring 21 days-or-mo1e folloovi11g tl1e date of 111aili11g of tl1e te111po1a1y 01der: 

Z:--ttpo11 tl1e filing of exceptiu11s 011dei subpa1ag1apli A.2, above, a date fo1 

argoment-witt-be-scheduled-on-the-first-available-miscellaneoun:late-2t-days-or 

11101 e following the date of 111aili119 of tlie te111po1a1y 01de1. 

A transcript must be requested if anything not contained in the order is •·· --·-i Formatted: Indent: First line: O" 

reguested to be addressed. If a transcript is not requested and the Court 

determines that the transcript was necessary, the Court may, at its 

discretion, dismiss the exceptions. 

L1910.14. Defendant Leaving the Jurisdiction. Any request for relief under Pa.R.C.P. No. 

1910.14 shall be filed in the Domestic Relations Officeoffice of the p1otl1011otary 

witl1 two copies. 011e eacli fo1 tlie do111estic 1elati011S office a11J tl1e wmt 

administrator. The court shall then direct when and by what process the 

defendant shall be brought before the court. 

L1910.15. Paternity. 

The procedure provided for in Pa.R.C.P. 1910. 1 S(a)-(c) and (d)(2)-(Q is hereby 

L1910.15-1. Special Paternity. 

A. When a party files a complaint in accordance with L 1910. 15 to establish 

paternity or to establish paternity and for genetic testing, the matter will be 

scheduled by the Domestic Relations Office for a hearing before the Court. 



B. If the Court finds there is a legal basis for genetic testing, genetic testing 

will be ordered. The two parties and the minor child shall then be required to 

report to the Domestic Relations Office for the genetic testing. 

C. At the time of genetic testing. the party who filed the complaint shall pay 

the genetic testing fee. 

0. The procedure provided for in Pa.R.C.P. 1019.15{b)(2)-{3) and {d){2)-(Q is 

hereby adopted. 

L1910.20. Enforcement Procedures. 

A. Pa.R.C.P. 1910.20 is hereby adopted, except for the procedure to withhold 

income, which is stated below in Lye. Co. R.C.P. l 1910.22. 

B. Pa.R.C.P. 1910.25-3 is hereby adopted. When a defendant is scheduled 

for contempt. the defendant is provided the opportunity to enter into a stipulated 

agreement prior to proceeding to a hearing before a Judge. The defendant is also 

afforded the opportunity to pay a particular amount of money to dismiss the 

contempt prior to appearing before the court. 

·-- --- --------------------------- --- ·· ·--·-- ----- ------------------------ -------------------------------

H91e:tr.-PatemTty:-

k--initially, the p1 ocedtrre-provided fo1 i11 Pa.R.E.P. No. 1910.1 S(a) a11d (b) sl 1all be 

B. If tile 1eputed fatlie1 does 11ot execute a11 ack11owled9111e11t of pate111ity, the 

courr-shatt;-orr-its-own-motion-or-motion-of-any--party;-im:luding-ttre-domestic-retations 

office, 01dei blood tests µ01sua11t to ti 1e U11ifo1111 Act-on-Stood Tests to Detet 111i11e Pate11 lity, 

42 Pa.C.5. Section 6133 et seq. Tile-do111estic 1elatio11s office will 111ake a11ange111e11ts fo1 

and-schedt:rle-sai~~-costs fo1 said tests-wilt-be adva11ced by t he comity f10111 

the-fitle-IV-.rl7Trustee-A-=onr.-The-costs-witt-therrbeco111e pa1 t of the-cost of t i 1e case to 

be-recoverecHromthe-defenda11t i11 tile eve1 it of a ve1 diet t i 1at I 1e is ti 1efathe1 of ti 1e subject 

child: 

...-·i Formatted: Font: Bold 



E:---Afte1 1esults of bluocHests have bee11 1eceived, tl1e domestic 1elatio11s office 

sl1all scl1edule a confe1e1 1ce witl1 tl 1e pa1ties to dete1111ine wl1etliei tl1e 1epated fa tl 1e1 is 

exdo0ed-f10111 pate111ity. vvisl 1es to ack11owledge pate111i ty, 01 still de11ies pate111ity. 

D. If afte1 tlte above co11feie11ce tl1eie is 11eitl1e1 a11 exclusion 1101 a11 

acirnowledg111e11t of pate111ity, ti 1e do111estic-relatiom-office sl 1all 1 eqoest ti 1e office--of-trn! 

court ad111i11ist1ato1 to place the case 011the11ext app1opriate pie li ial list a11d scl1edt1le-it 

E:--lhereafter.the-procedore-will--be-irraa:ordance-wittrPa:R:E:P:-No:-l9t~c) 

tl11oogli (f). 

L1916.22. Attacl1111ent-otWages;-Salaiies a11d Co111111issions:-

A. P1oceedi11gs fo1 1elief m1de1 Pa.R.C.P. No.1916.22, if 11ot i11itiated upo11111otio11 

of-ti 1e cou1 t 01 ti 1e do111estic-relatio11s offrce;-shall be i1 litiated by ti 1e filing-of a petitio11 a11d 

tole to show cause aloiig wit11 a copy fo1 tile do111estic 1elatio11s office, i11 the office of the 

p1otl1011ota1y. 

B. Tl1e do111estic 1elatio11s office sl1all schedule a l1eaii119 befo1e tlie faliiily comt 

l1ea1 iug officei, volto, afte1 l1eaii11g, sl1all p1opose a11 01de1 ofcomt i11 co11fo1111ity vvi tli tl1e 

provisio11s of Pa.R.C.P. No. 1910.22(b) 01 (c). 

C. SI 1oold eitl 1e1 party-to ti 1e p1oceedi119 disagree wit! 1 ti 1e dete1111i11ation of the 

fa111ily corn t l1ea1 i119 officer.-exceptio11s 111ay be filechn-accorclarrce-with-the-proced01'e 

foo11d i11 Lye. Co. R.C.P. L1916.16 a11d tl1e 111atte1 will be hea1d by tl1e comt de 11000. 

l1910.22 Attachment of Wages, Salaries and Commissions. +·---··1 Formatted: Indent: First line: O" 

A. Every order of court shall contain an immediate order for the withholding 

of income unless the defendant/non-custodial parent/payer does not have a wage 

attachable job. 

B. If the defendant/non-custodial parent/payer does not have a 

wage-attachable job and never pays or stops paying his/her ordered monthly support 



obligation, the Court may order the defendant/non-custodial parent/payor to acquire and 

maintain a wage-attachable job. 



CUSTODY AND VISITATION MA TIERS 

L1915.3. Custody Pleadings.Peti t ions a11d P1 ocedure. 

A. All petitions-pleadings relating to custody 01 oisitatio11 will 1 Q.!_ minor children 

shall include a cover sheet pursuant to be filed in acco1da11ce witl1 rule L205.2(b)B. 

B. All co011ts i11 a divorce-comptaintorrd-atf-petitio11s 1elati119 to custody, partial 

costody;-or11isitation;<Jfminorchildren-shall-be-p1 ocessed i11 aa:ordam:e-wittrl-yc. Co. R.C.P: 

l1915.3, et seq. 

E_!!. As pad of tl1e pie tiial p1oced01es, tl1e comt ad1ni11istrato1 sl1all 1eferatt-All 

custody-related pleadings co111plai11ts 01 petitio11s, (other than those alleging contempt or 

tl 1ose acco111pa11ied by a petitio11 fo1 e11 1e1ge11cy1elief. see L1915.13 1 a11d l19 15.13 2) _.Q! 

special relief shall be referred to a family court hearing officer for the scheduling of an initial 

conference witli tl1e pamescmd-thei1 1espectioe cou11sel. 

ec. If the custody action is based upo11 included in a count of-1':!._ a divorce 

complaint, an initial conference before a hearing officer will be scheduled upon the filing 

of a written-praecipe or-other-written-request by either-party. The Praecipe must include 

the criminal record/abuse history verification completed by the filing party and a blank 

form for the opposing party, along with the notice required pursuant to Pa. R.C.P. 

1915.15(c). 

E. Tl1e cou1t 01 l1ea1i119 officer shall e11tei a11 01de1 01 11otice scl1eduli11g tl1e i11itiat 

co11fe1 e11ce to be I 1eld at ti 1e earliest available-date:_ 

F. Tile 111ooiug parry st 1all cause se1 vice of tile complaint 01 petitiou 01 p1 aecipe 

filed u11de1 sabpa1ag1apl1 1 01 2, above, a11d 01dei 01 11otice fo1 co11feiei1ce, to be 111ade 011 

the-opposing-party:_ 

6:--Any-pleading wl 1id 1 1 equests ti 1e scheduli119 of a p1 oceedi119 a11d also 1 equests 

e11tiy of a te1nporary-orde1 to 111ai11tain-de facto custody p1ovisio11s pe11di119 tl 1e i11itial 

co11fe1e11ce sl1all set fo1tl1 wi tl1 specificity tl1ose facts>uppo1ti119 tl1e Request fo1 tl1e 

temporary-custody 01 de1 pe11ding"'the-initiaf-conference: 



L1915.3-1. Initial Conference. 

A. The parties and their respective counsel shall appear at the initial conference 

before the family court hearing officer. 

B. If the parties reach an agreement resolving all of the issues raised, the hearing 

officer shall forward an order to the court for approval setting forth the terms of such 

agreement. 

C. If the parties do not reach an agreement resolving all issues raised, the hearing 

officer will conduct a non-record proceeding to establish a recommended interim order as 

to custody, partial custody or visitation, which will govern pending further proceedings. 

This non-record proceeding may be a conference with attorneys, conference with parties, 

and/or the taking of testimony under oath and receipt of other evidence and arguments of 

counsel as the hearing officer deems appropriate, based upon the particular issues raised. 

D. At the conclusion of the proceeding, the hearing officer shall: 1) give the 

parties oral notice of the essential aspects of the recommended interim order and reasons 

for the recommendation; 2) make an initial determination as to the use of mediation, 

psychological evaluations or home studies, in accordance with Rules L1915.7 and l1915.8; 

3) shall set a date for the pretrial conference. 

L1915.3-2. Exceptions and Reconsideration of Interim Order. 

A. No exceptions may be filed to an interim order entered in a custody action. 

Any matter not stipulated to at the initial conference may be reviewed at the pre-trial 

conference or resolved at trial. 

B. Should a significant change in circumstances arise after entry of an interim 

order and before the pre-trial conference necessitating a modificat ion of the interim order, 

which modification cannot be amicably agreed upon pending the pretrial conference. 

either party may file a motion for reconsideration of the interim order. setting forth all 



pertinent fads in support thereof or verified by the filing party. Tile coot t administrator 

sliall 1efe1 such 111otio11 to tl1e l1e01i11g vrnce1 wl10 e11te1ed tl1e iute1i111 aider. Based on the 

allegations of the motion, the hearing officer may take any one or more of the following 

actions deemed appropriate under the circumstances: 1) enter an order summarily denying 

the motion; or 2) hold a telephone or other conference with counsel for both parties; or 3) 

after providing the opposing party an opportunity to respond, enter a modified interim 

order, or 4) direct that the matter be resolved at the pre-trial conference. 

L1915.3-3. Approval of Recommended Orders. Any recommended interim order of the 

hearing officer shall be submitted to the court for approva l and upon court 

approval shall have the effect of an order of cou1 t pt e tt ial 01 der. 

L1915.7. Settlement. A custody case will be removed from the conference or pre-trial 

schedule and/or the custody trial list only upon the filing of the settlement 

agreement or court order. 

L1915.8. Physical/Mental/ Psychologica l Examinations and--Homeand Home Studies. 

A. Upon agreement of the parties at the initial conference, the hearing officer 

may include in the recommended interim order a direction that the parties obtain physical. 

mental or psychological examinations and/or home studies, prior to the date of the pre

trial conference and may establish a date by which the parties must make the initial 

arrangements. 

B. Any request by the parties for evaluations made after the initial conference and 

not made at the pre-trial conference or entered into by stipulation must be made by motion 

in accordance with Pa.R.C.P. No. 1915.8, alleging specific fads and reasons for the request. 

with a hearing to be held after reasonable notice to the other party. 



C. Unless otherwise directed by the court or hearing officer or agreed upon by 

the parties, the expense of any evaluation shall be borne initially by the party requesting 

the evaluation and shall be paid in accordance with Pa. R.C.P. No. 1915.B. A final allocation 

of the expense may be made by the court upon entry of an order or decision rendered on 

any issues raised in the proceeding. 

D. Any evaluation filed with the court shall not be available for public inspection 

and shall be impounded by the p1otl1011ota1yProthonotary. 

L1915.10-1. Pre-trial Conference. At the time set for the pre-trial conference, both 

parties shal l submit a pre-trial memorandum in the form prescribed by the court. 

Both parties and their respective counsel shall appear before the court for 

presentation of the issues and discussion of possible settlement and disposit ion of 

any matters referred to the pre-trial conference judge. 

L1915.10-2. Continuances. 

Any requests for a continuance of the initial conference, pre-trial conference or trial 

must be made on forms provided by the court administrator's office at the earliest 

opportuni ty. Continuance requests will be evaluated in light of the court's policy that 

custody disputes should be promptly resolved. 

L 1915.12. Required Certi fication for Petition for Civil Contempt Relating to a 

Custody Order. 

A. Any petition requesting a finding of contempt of a custody order must also 

contain, as an exhibit, a certification by counsel or by the pro se litigant, of the effort to 

resolve the alleged contempt without resort to the court. At a minimum, the certification 

shall specify which of the following applies: 

1. The opposing party is represented by counsel. Counsel was 

app1 ized apprised of the alleged contemptuous conduct and that a 



contempt petition would be filed unless remedial steps were offered, but 

the opposing party, through counsel, has declined to offer sufficient 

remedial steps. Such remedial steps may include assurance of compliance 

with the order and replacement time for custody or visitation time claimed 

to have been lost to the petitioning party by the alleged contemptuous 

conduct. 

2. The opposing party is not represented by counsel. The 

opposing party was apprised in writing of the alleged contemptuous 

conduct and warned that a contempt petition would be filed unless 

remedial steps were offered, but the opposing party has declined to offer 

sufficient remedial steps. Such remedial steps may include assurance of 

compliance with the order and replacement time for custody or visitation 

time claimed to have been lost to the petitioning party by the alleged 

contemptuous conduct. 

3. Remedial steps were offered by the opposing party. but were 

then not taken within a reasonable period of time. 

4. Due to special circumstances (described in detail in the 

certification) an attempt to resolve the matter without filing a petition for 

contempt is likely to cause significant prejudice (also described) to the 

petitioning party. 

B. Failure to attempt resolution of the alleged contempt in accordance with the 

requ irements of this rule cou ld be cause for dismissal to the petition for contempt. 

DIVORCE OR ANNULMENT OF MARRIAGE 

~ter~Goest for i11terim-retief raised ondet Pa.R.C.P. No: 

192G.13(c) sf rall be initially 1 efe11 ed to tlte far 11ily com t office for ltear i11g: 



Proposed 01de1s e11te1ed aftei l1ea1i11g a1e subject to tlie exceptio11 p1ocedme set 

fo1 tli in Lye. Co. R.E.P. L1920.55. 

L1920.16 Bifurcation. 

A. A p1aecipe to t1a11s11iit 1eco1d 1eqoesting-e11tiy of a divo1ce Jeuee u11de1 

6oniestic Relatio11s Code §3301( c) m §3301 (d) sliould 11ot be filed p1io1 to tile 1esolotion 

ot-atl utl 1ei clai111s-raised-tmtess a11 01 dei I 1as bee11 e11tered-pe1t11itti11g bifu1 cation-or-the 

oth er-party-i::on sents-tu-bifurcatio ir.The--fili n~rty-must-indtcate-irrthe-praecipe-to 

tta11s111it tl1at eitl1e1 , (1) tl1eie a1e 110 outsta11Jing clai1ns, 01 (2) bifu1catio11 l1as been 

co11se11ted to by tl1e otl1e1 pally, as verified by a11 affidavit attacl1ed to tl1e p1aeciµe to 

t1a11s111it, 01 approved by cou1t 01de1 , a copy of wl1icl1 is attaclied to the p1aecipe to 

t1ans111it. 'WI 1e1e tile otl 1e1 pa1 ty does not cunsent to bifurcatimr,a-~request for bifurcation 

shall be made by motion in accordance with the procedure set forth in rule L205.2(b}e:, and 

will be scheduled before a Judge for a hearing.111ay be 1efe11 ed by ti 1e COUI t. i11 its dim etio11, 

to-the-family-court-hearing-uf&e-forliearing-thereon: 

B. A 111otio11 fo1 appoi11t111ent of maste1 to l1ea1 a clai111 fo1 divorce-on-~fatrtt!!.. 

g1ou11ds n1ay i11clude a 1equest fo1 bifu1catio11. If sucl1 a 1equest is included. tl1e n1aster 

shall-role on botl1 tl1e clain 1 Fm diomce and tile 1equest Im bifa1tatio11. If botl1 a1 e g1 anted, 

the-maste1 sl1all fo1wa1d to tl1e cou1t a p1oposed dec1ee, 1etairring ju1isdiction of all 

outstandingctaims:-lf-the-requesrfor-bifurcatiorris-dertied;-assumingthe-claimfordivorce 

is-g1a11ted, 110 deuee sl1all be e11te1ed 011tit-ath'ernai11i11g clai111s are--resotved: 

L1920.21. Bill of Particulars. 

k-A praecipe for a rule to file a bill of particulars shall be considered untimely 

filed if it is filed after notice of the scheduling of a master's hearing on the contested divorce 

has been given, provided a copy of the motion for appointment of master was served on 



opposing counsel or party. All other objections as to the untimely filing of such a praecipe 

shall be raised by petition and rule. 

B:--A 110i1 p1os ei1te1ed pu1sua11t to Pa.R.C.P. t•o. 1928.21(b) sl1all i1ot be effective 

agai11st a11cilla1 y clai111s fu1 1elief pleaded if g10011ds fo1 divo1ce ol11e1 tlia11 tliose 011de1 

6oii1estic Relatioils Code Sectio11s 3361(a) 01 3381(b) have beeil alleged iii tl1e COi11plaiilt 

oranswer: 

L1920.31. Joinder of Related Claims. EconomicAlimony, Counsel Fees, Costs and 

Expenses. 

k-Any motion for sanctions filed pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. 1920.31(a)(3) may be 

referred to the family court office for hearing thereon. Any oral motion for sanctions made 

before a master at the time of hearing shall be disposed of by the master in the same 

manner as the court under Pa.R.C.P. No. 4019, subject to the exceptions procedure ottyc: 

Co. R.C.P. Ll 92&.55L 1920.55-2. 

B. A p1eli1ili1ia1y confe1ei1Ce Oil any-iSS01!>Taisetl-in-the-pleadiilgs vvill be 

scheduled Oilly if 1eqoested by tl 1e filiilg of a p1aecipe. 

C. A 1equest fo1 a hea1i119 Oil child suppo1t. spousal suppo1t, ali111oiiy peiideiite 

rrte, liealtlt i11su1a11ce 01 i11teii111 coo11sel fees sl1all be 111ade by fili11g a p1aecipe fo1 healing 

se tti119 fortlrthn:laims--to-be-hearct-An-originahmd-copy-forthe-family office sl 1all-be 

filed-with-the-prothonotary-anckopies-shalHJ~erved-on-the-opposing-cournet-or-party: 

L1928.32. Juiilde1 of Related Clai111s. Custody. All clai1i1S iilvolviilg custody-joined 

witl1 ail actioii fo1 divoice 01 a1111uli11e11t sl1all be gove1iled by tl1e p1ocedmes set 

fortiTin-rule L1915.3 et seq. 

L1920.33. Joinder of Related Claims. Property. Any motion for sanctions filed 

pursuant to Pa.R.C.P. No. 1920.33(c) may be referred to the family court office for 



hearing thereon. Any oral motion for sanctions made before a master at the time 

of hearing shall be disposed of by the master in the same manner as the court 

under Pa.R.C.P. No. 4019, subject to the exception procedure of Lye. Co. R.C.P. 

L1920.55-2. 

l1920.42. Affidavit a11d Dec1ee-tlnderffi01(c) 01 §3301(d) of t l 1e Domestic-RelatioITT 

A. A copy of tile p1 aecipe-tcrtra11s111it 1 eco1d, proposed di•o1Ce dec1 ee, a11d 11otice 

tl1at deuee will be e11te1ed (011less 11Utice l1as bee11 .. aioed m1de1 Pa. R.C.P. tfo. 1920.42(e)) 

sl1all be se1vei 0µ011 opposi11g cou11sel 01 pa1ty a11d a ceilificate of se1vice sl1all be filed. 

B. ti 1elated clai111s a1e 1esoloed by 111ea11s of a wiitte11 ag1ee111e11t betwee11 tile 

pa.ties, a copy of tile ag1ee111e11t 111a9 be attaciled to tile p1aecipe to t1a11s111it 1eco1d alo11g 

with-a11 app1op1iate-proposed-decre:e. If 1elated clai111s a1 e pe11di11g, tl 1e attacl 1ed 

p1oposed deuee sl1all contain a p1ovision 1ese1vi11g tl1e comt's ju1isdictio11 uve1 tl1e 

0111 esulved issues. 

E:---A-decree will 11ot be e11tei ed OI dess ti 1e app1 op1 iate ad111i1 lisli alive fee I 1as bee11 

paid to tl1e p1otlao11ota1y 01 tl1e cowt l1as g1a11ted leave to p1oceed i11 fo1111a paape1is. 

L1920.42(a). Orders approving Grounds for Divorce. • · · · --· ! Formatted: Indent: First line: O" 

1. A proposed order must be filed with the motion for appointment of master 

indicating which section under the Divorce Code grounds have been established and which 

ancillary claims the master is being appointed to hear. 

2. The motion for appointment of master shall indicate which section of the 

Divorce Code the divorce is being sought, as well as indicate the date the affidavit of 

consent or arridavit of separation were filed. 

3. The form of the proposed order shall be substantially as follows: 

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LYCOMING COUNTY, 

PENNSYLVANIA 

• ·· ···· Formatted : Centered, Indent: First line: O", Line 
spacing: single 



Plaintiff 

NO. 

vs. 

Defendant 

ORDER 

AND NOW, this day of 20_ upon receipt of Plaintiff• s 

Motion for Appointment of Master, the Court hereby finds that grounds for divorce have 

been established pursuant to Sect ion 3301(c)/Section 3301(d) (circle one) of the Divorce 

Code, as averred in the attached Petition. 

Dana Jacques/Diane Turner, Esquire, are hereby appointed Master with respect 

to Plaintiff • s claims for: 

By the Court, 

Jud e 

· ·---·-

Formatted: Left, Indent: First line: o·. Line spacing: 
single 

Formatted: Centered, Indent: First line: O", Line 
spacing: single 

Formatted: Left. Indent: First line: O", Line spacing: 
single 

• · · · · --1 Formatted: Indent: First line: 0" 

L1920.43. Speciat-Retief. Tlte cuo1 t, i11 its disc1 etio11, 111ay-refercertain-reciaests frn ··· .. ·I Formatted: Indent: Left: o·. First line: O" 

special 1 elietto-the-famity-coort-office fo1 I 1ea1 ing-thereon: 

t:1920.45. Cou11seli119. Requests fo1 cou11seli11g sl1all be 111ade 011 a fo1111 p1ovided by 

t11e fa111ily cowl office. Tlte 1equesl "ill be sc11eduled by tl1e fali1ily coo1l office fo1 

conferenre-orltearing,--as 111ay be appropiiate. Vdl1en tl1e1e is 110 otl1e1 provision 

governing-the-timr?""'Nithin-which-cuonseling-may-be-reqoested-or-carried-out;-any 

reqoestmost"be-fiied-witl iii 1 sod 1 ti11 1e as to 11ot delay ti ial 01 a I 1ea1 i119 . 

L1920.Sl I lealiiig by tlte Co01 t. Appoint111eiit of Master: 



A-:---11.ih:lai111s fo1 1 elief 011 ti 1e 111e1 its, otlie1 ti 1a11 dispated-dail'llSCls to custody 01 

pate111ity sl1all initially be l1ea1d by a family cooil lreaii11g office1 01 111aste1. Any 1equest fo1 

l1ea1i11g belo1e tile cou1t 011 111atte1s otl1e1 tl1a11 custody a11d pate111ity sl1all be 111ade by 

111otio11 a11d witl be g1 a11ted by ti 1e com t 011ly upo11 cause sl 1ow11. 

B. Piio1 to a l1ea1i11g 011 clai111S fo1 equitable disttibotio11, ali111011y 01 fi11al counsel 

fees;-costs-a11d expe11ses, a pie tiial co11fe1ence betwee11 cou11sel fo1 tl1e pa11ies a11d the 

appointed 111aste1 sl1all ta~~e place to 11a11ow tl1e-daims to be dete1111i11ed, 1eview 

comp I ianc~ith-discove ry-or-disc105tlre;-and-to-discas>settlement-alternatives:---'ffle 

111astei 111ay elite• 01 de1 s subject to com t app1 oval, pu1 sua11t to stipulatio11 of tile pa1 ties 01 

i11 aid of tl 1e a11ticipated I 1eali119. 

E:--kdeuee 011de1 Do111estic Relatio11s Code Sectio11s 330l(a) a11d 3301(b) will 11ot 

be e11te1ed u11less-the-appropriate-ad111i11ist1ative fee lias bee11 paid to tl1e p1otl1011ota1y 01 

tl1e cou1 t l1as granted leave to p1oceed i11 fo1111a paupeiis. 

&.---The 1eco1r11 ue11datio11 fo1 dispositio11 111ade by ti 1e 111aste1 01 llea1 ing officer 

silalhnclude a dete1111i11ation-t>f ti 1e a11 1ount-of 111aste1 's fees 01 ste11ogniphic-costs-am:t-a 

1eco111111e11datio11 as to ti 1ei1 allocatio11. 

L 1920.51 Appointment of Master. 

1. The following matters shall be heard by a Master: 

a. Alimony. 

b. Equitable division of marital property. 

c. Counsel fees. 

d. Costs and expenses. 

e. Divorce pursuant to 3301(a) or (b) of the Divorce Code. 

f. Date of separation dispute under 3301 (c)2 or 3301 (d) of the Divorce 

Code. 

A motion ro appoint master shall be filed in substantially the same form as Pa.R.C.P. 



2. Upon the appointment of a master pursuant to 1 (al·(d) above, a scheduling 

con ference order will be entered by the Court scheduling a scheduling conference before 

the master and pre-trial before a Judge. The scheduling order will outline all filing 

requirements and deadlines. A hearing before the master will be scheduled by the Judge 

at the pre-trial. 

3. Upon the filing of a motion to appoint master pursuant to 1 (el and (f) above, 

an order will be entered scheduling a hearing before the master. 

L1920.53. Hearing by Master. Report. Requests for continuances of conferences or 

hearings before a master or family court hearing officer shall be directed to the 

family court hearing office for decision by the master or hearing officer. Any 

disagreement with the decision of the hearing officer or master may be referred to 

the court for review. 

L1 920.55-1 Matters Referred to a Master. 

The procedure requiring matters referred to a master provided by Pa.R.C.P .. .. . --· { Formatted: Indent: Left: O", First line: o· 

1920.55·2 is hereby adopted. 

L1920.SS~. Exception Procedure. 

117'-~ll exceptions to a Master's report and recommendation shall be filed with 

the Prothonotary• s Office. The original and one copy shall be fi led and have attached a 

copy of the report and recommendation to wh ich the exceptions have been taken. A Rule 

L205.2(b)B motion cover sheet is required. The cover sheet shall indicate whether or not 

a transcript is required. If a transcript is requested, a Request for Transcript Form must be 

completed pursuant to L4007(A) and submitted to the Senior Court Reporter.e11te1ed witl1 

respecHcr daims-ot-child-support;-spousal-support;-alimony-pendentrlite-orinterim 

cou11sel fees 1 aised i11 a divo1 ce actio11 shall be filed-and-processed-i11 acco1 da11ce wit I 1 tile 

p1ocedu1e set frntl1 i11 l1916.12. 



B. Upo11 the fili11g of eXteptio11s as to cllild supprn t, spousal support;-alimony 

pe11de11te lite 01 i11teii111 coa11sel fees tl1e 1eco111111e11ded 01dei sl1all be e11te1ed as a 

te111po1a1y 01de1 as to tl1ose issues ai1d tl1e exceptio11s sl1all 11ot act as a stay pe11di11g 

1esolution of tlie exceptio11. 

l:t926:Tt:-fomrof-Notice:---The-form-of-notire-tv-Oefe11d a11d claim-rights>hall• · · · • · · ( Formatted: -Paragraph 2, Left 

be i11 tl1e fo1111 set forth i11 Pa .R.C.~No. 1920.71 a11d Lye. Co. R.C.P. L181B.1. 

L 1930.5. Discovery. 

A. Any request for discovery in a simple support. custody. protection from abuse 

or protection from victim of sexual violence or intimidation shall be i11 additio11 to tliat 

pe1111itted by tl1e 1ules sl1att-be-made to the court by ~motion for leave to take 

discovery setting forth the type of discovery sought and reasons therefor. This shall not 

preclude the parties from stipulating to additional discovery. 

B. The serving of interrogatories concerning alimony or the determination and 

distribution of property rights shall be considered untimely if filed after notice of the 

scheduling of a master's hearing on those claims has been given, provided a copy of the 

motion for appointment of master was served on opposing counsel or party. 

C. In the case of interrogatories served pursuant to rules of civil procedure, the 

first set of interrogatories propounded to a party may not exceed fifty (50) in number, 

including subparts, whether or not they are separately numbered. In the event that the 

response given to the first set of interrogatories is considered by the requesting party to 

indicate a need for additional interrogatories, a second set of interrogatories, again limited 

to fifty (50) including subparts, may be served upon a party. The second set of 

interrogatories must be case specific. The responding party shall not be compelled to 

answer any interrogatories beyond the number allowed under this rule. The court may. in 

its discretion, allow additional interrogatories to be served in an appropriate case. 



L2039. Minor's Action - Compromise, Settlement, etc. No settlement of an action of a 

minor for personal injuries will be authorized or approved without the appearance 

of the minor in court, medical evidence as to the extent of the minor's injuries, and 

such further information as the court will deem necessary; provided, however, that 

if the petition of the guardian for the compromise of a minor's action is 

accompanied by: 

(1) written medical evidence as to the minor• s medical condition 

and his or her prognosis, 

(2) a statement under oath by the guardian certifying, 

(a) the present physical or mental condition of 

the minor, and 

(b) approval of the proposed settlement and 

distribution thereof; 

(3) a statement by counsel of his professional opinion of the 

probabilities of proof of defendant's negligence by plaintiff and the 

minor's negligence, if any, by defendant; and, 

(4) in the event that the minor is sixteen (16) years of age or over, 

his or her written approval of the proposed settlement and dist ribution 

thereof; the j udge to whom said petition has been presented may approve 

the petition without requiring the appearance of the minor, his guardian 

or his doctor, in the event that he concludes that the information 

contained in the petition is sufficient to satisfy him that the proposed 

settlement adequately compensates the minor and his guardian for the 

inj uries sustained and expenses incurred. 

L2232. Notice of Pendency of Action. Notice required by Pa.R.C.P. No. 2232 Shall 

contain a statement of the pendency of the action, the prothonotary's number of 



the action, the parties in the action and nature thereof and that the person to 

whom it is addressed is required to join therein within twenty (20) days after receipt 

of such notice or his cause of action will be barred and the action will proceed 

without him. Proof of service shall be by affidavit accompanied by a copy of the 

notice and the return receipt and shall be filed with the prothonotary. 

L4005. Interrogatory Limit s. In the case of interrogatories served pursuant to Pa. R.C.P. 

No. 4005, the first set of interrogatories propounded to a party may not exceed 

fifty (50) in number, including subparts, whether or not they are separately 

numbered. In the event that the response given to the first set of interrogatories 

is considered by the requesting party to indicate a need for additional 

interrogatories, a second set of interrogatories, limited to fifty (50) including 

subparts, may be served upon a party. The second set of interrogatories must be 

case specific. The responding party shall not be compelled to answer any 

interrogatories beyond the number allowed under this rule. The court may, in its 

discretion, allow add itional interrogatories to be served in an appropriate case. 


