
WHITE PLAINS, N.Y. (AP) — For months, Hillary
Clinton’s supporters have griped that she’s held to a
higher, harder standard than
Donald Trump. After Wednesday
night’s forum on national security,
those complaints became a rallying
cry.

In the opening segment of the
made-for-TV event, moderator Matt
Lauer interrupted Clinton’s answer
to his first question, about what it
takes to be commander in chief, to
set up 10 minutes of questions about
her use of a private email system
and her vote for the Iraq war.

Trump seemed to skate by a half
hour later as he repeated — unchal-
lenged — the false claim that he was
against the war, even though he voiced support for it
in a 2002 interview. When Lauer introduced a ques-
tion about how the Republican nominee is boning up
on issues, he told Trump, “nobody would expect you” to
have delved deeply into foreign policy.

The forum underscored a debate that’s rapidly
becoming a focal point in the race: Is the first female
presidential nominee of a major U.S. party being
judged fairly? Clinton’s answer, unsurprisingly, is no.

“I don’t understand the reason for it,” Clinton said

By MICHAEL RUBINKAM
Associated Press

The Pennsylvania Labor Relations Board erred
when it refused to investigate a college professor’s
complaint involving the
use of teacher union
dues to promote the
2014 candidacy of Gov.
Tom Wolf, a state
appeals court ruled
Thursday.

State law prohibits
public employee unions
from using union funds
to support political can-
didates. Mary
Trometter, an assistant
professor of culinary
arts at Pennsylvania
College of Technology in
Williamsport, says the
state’s largest teachers’
union violated the law by sending her a letter in sup-
port of Wolf and running articles praising the
Democrat in its magazine.

The labor relations board claimed it had no author-
ity to investigate possible violations of the law and
referred Trometter’s complaint to the state attorney
general.

Commonwealth Court said in Thursday’s ruling
that the board shirked its responsibility.

The board “ignored the General Assembly’s intent

By KATHLEEN
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Associated Press

VIENTIANE, Laos —
President Barack
Obama’s final trip across
the Pacific this week was-
n’t just a valedictory tour
through Asia. It was a
tour through the good, the
bad and the ugly of his
Asia policy.

As Obama hopped from
summit to summit in
China and Laos, the
geopolitical forces and
characters that have con-
founded his attempt to
reshape American influ-
ence in the region arose for
parting shots. China
flexed its muscle, North
Korea reared its head,
Washington politics piped
up from afar, even the
Middle East — a perpetu-

al distraction for Obama
— briefly stole the spot-
light.

Obama’s successes also
had their turn. The presi-
dent celebrated progress
in his long fight against
climate change. He reset
relations with an erst-
while war enemy. He used
the power of his personal
story to connect with
Asia’s rising generation.

And so, as he moved
from tarmac to pagoda,
from crowded summit din-
ners to a quiet Buddhist
temple, Obama confronted
his legacy: He will leave
unfinished his effort to
shift U.S. diplomatic and
military attention and
military spending from
the Middle East to a rising
Asia. But he has set a
course for his successor —
should he or she chose to
follow it.

“Many American presi-
dents in the past have
said, ‘oh, Asia is the
future.’ With the pivot,
Obama said, ‘Asia is not
just the future, it is now,’ ”
said Victor Cha, President
George W. Bush’s former
Asia adviser. “It set a bar
that other presidents will
either try to meet, or not.
And that would be
noticed.”

Democrat Hillary
Clinton largely is viewed
as backing Obama’s
approach. Republican
Donald Trump has
sharply criticized Obama
as being weak in his nego-
tiations with the Chinese.

Obama on Thursday
shot back: “I don’t think
the guy is qualified to be
president of the United
States. And every time he
speaks, that opinion is
confirmed.”

Soon after his election,
Obama put a premium on
ensuring Asian capitals
knew they would be more
than an afterthought to
him. Evan Medeiros,
Obama’s top Asia adviser
until last year, said the
president began in 2009
with a round of meetings
and calls to Asian leaders
to say he knew many were
frustrated with
Washington, but that he
wanted a “fresh start.”

Obama committed to
attend the 10-member
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations annual
meeting, a regional sum-
mit that China, too,
attends, as well as the
East Asia Summit. His
repeated visits led him to
14 Asia-Pacific countries
during his tenure — best-
ing the tallies of Bush and
President Bill Clinton,
who each visited nine.

He was the first sitting

president to visit
Myanmar, Cambodia and,
on Tuesday, tiny land-
locked Laos.

“Anytime we asked
Obama to do something on
Asia, he did it,” Medeiros
said.

The president used his
frequent trips for maxi-
mum symbolic value and
capitalized on his connec-
tions. Particularly in
Southeast Asia, Obama
would recall his childhood
years in Indonesia. He
took regular detours to
landmarks and temples.
He slipped off his shoes
and toured a centuries-old
temple in the northern city
of Luang Prabang, Laos.

The lush scenery, “it’s
very familiar to me,” he
told a group of young peo-
ple.
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Good morning, Trisha Williamson. Thank you for subscribing to the Sun-Gazette!

Day 602 of secrecy

BByy  CCAARRAA  MMOORRNNIINNGGSSTTAARR
ccmmoorrnniinnggssttaarr@@ssuunnggaazzeettttee..ccoomm

MMaannyy  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff
tthhee  lleeggaall  ccoomm--
mmuunniittyy  aarree

rreemmeemmbbeerriinngg  rreettiirreedd  ccoouunn--
ttyy  PPrreessiiddeenntt  JJuuddggee  TThhoommaass
CChhaarrlleess  RRaauupp,,  wwhhoo  rreecceenntt--
llyy  ddiieedd,,  ffoorr  hhiiss  ppaassssiioonn  ffoorr
ppeeooppllee,,  aaddvvooccaaccyy  ffoorr
pprrooggrreessss  aanndd  lloovvee  ooff  aa  ggoooodd
jjookkee..

““FFrroomm  wwhheenn  II  ffiirrsstt  ssttaarrtteedd
pprraaccttiicciinngg  llaaww  iinn
WWiilllliiaammssppoorrtt,,  JJuuddggee  RRaauupp
wwaass  tthhee  eemmbbooddiimmeenntt  ooff  cchhaarr--
aacctteerr,,  ccllaassss,,  iinntteeggrriittyy  aanndd  pprroo--
ffeessssiioonnaalliissmm..  HHiiss  jjuuddiicciiaall  sskkiillllss
wweerree  ssuuppeerrllaattiivvee  aanndd
uunnmmaattcchheedd,,””  ssaaiidd  JJuuddggee  MMaarrcc
FF..  LLoovveecccchhiioo..  ““HHee  lliisstteenneedd  ccoouurr--
tteeoouussllyy..  HHee  rreessppeecctteedd  aallll  wwhhoo
ccaammee  bbeeffoorree  hhiimm..  HHee  ddeecciiddeedd
iimmppaarrttiiaallllyy  aanndd  wwiisseellyy  ......  HHee
wwaass  aa  sshhiinniinngg  eexxaammppllee
tthhrroouugghhoouutt  tthhee  CCoommmmoonnwweeaalltthh

Jurist was passionate
about people,
advocated
progress

((SSeeee  JJUURRIISSTT,,  PPaaggee  AA--44))

SUN-GAZETTE FILES
County President Judge Thomas C. Raup as he
appeared in 1985, at top. Below, Raup is helped

into his robes for the first time by Judge Charles
F. Greevy, left, and Clinton County Judge Carson
Brown, right, in March 1974 after being appoint-

ed to the bench by Gov. Milton J. Shapp. The
appointment followed the defeat of Judge

Thomas Wood on a retention vote in November. 

Outreach to Asia still a work in progress for United States

“Many American presidents in the past
have said, ʻoh, Asia is the future.  ̓With
the pivot, Obama said, ʻAsia is not just

the future, it is now.  ̓”
Victor Cha, former adviser 

to President George W. Bush
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ooff  wwhhaatt  aa  jjuuddggee  sshhoouulldd  bbee..””
PPeerrhhaappss  tthhee  mmoosstt  tteelllliinngg  ffeeaattuurree  ooff  RRaauupp’’ss

iimmppaacctt  wwaass  ssiimmppllyy  bbeeiinngg  aa  ggoooodd  ppeerrssoonn..
““HHee  wwaass  aa  ffaabbuulloouuss  jjuuddggee  ......  HHee  wwaass  ssuucchh  aa

vveerryy  ffiinnee  ppeerrssoonn..  HHee  hhaadd  aa  rreeaall  ggoooodd  sseennssee  ooff
hhuummoorr,,””  ssaaiidd  CClliinnttoonn  WW..  SSmmiitthh,,  rreettiirreedd  ccoouunnttyy
pprreessiiddeenntt  jjuuddggee  ddiirreeccttllyy  aafftteerr  RRaauupp..  ““II  wwaass  vveerryy
ffoonndd  ooff  JJuuddggee  RRaauupp,,  aanndd  II  eennjjooyyeedd  wwoorrkkiinngg  wwiitthh
hhiimm..  HHee  wwaass  jjuusstt  aa  ggrreeaatt  ppeerrssoonn..””

JJoohhnn  MMccDDeerrmmiitttt,,  rreettiirreedd  ddiissttrriicctt  jjuuddggee,,  ssaaiidd
tthhaatt  RRaauupp’’ss  ddeemmeeaannoorr  wwaass  aallwwaayyss  ffrriieennddllyy
ddeessppiittee  hhaavviinngg  aa  ppoowweerrffuull  ppoossiittiioonn..

““HHee  wwaass  tthhee  eevveerryyddaayy  ppeerrssoonn..  JJuusstt  bbeeccaauussee  hhee
wwaass  aa  jjuuddggee  oorr  aa  pprreessiiddeenntt  jjuuddggee,,  hhee  wwaass  aann
aavveerraaggee  ppeerrssoonn,,””  MMccDDeerrmmiitttt  ssaaiidd..  ““HHee  hhaadd  aa  lloott
ooff  ccoonncceerrnn  ffoorr  ppeeooppllee..  HHee  wwaass  vveerryy  ffrriieennddllyy..””

JJuuddggee  DDuuddlleeyy  NN..  AAnnddeerrssoonn  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  RRaauupp’’ss
iinnfflluueennccee  rreeaacchheedd  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  llooccaall  aarreeaa..

““HHee  wwaass  nnoott  oonnllyy  rreessppeecctteedd  aarroouunndd  hheerree  iinn  tthhee
2299tthh  JJuuddiicciiaall  DDiissttrriicctt,,  bbuutt  hhee  hhaadd  aa  ssttaatteewwiiddee
rreeppuuttaattiioonn,,””  AAnnddeerrssoonn  ssaaiidd..  ““HHee  wwaass  ppaarrttiiccuullaarrllyy
aaddmmiirreedd  bbyy  oonnee  ooff  oouurr  ffoorrmmeerr  cchhiieeff  jjuussttiicceess  ooff  tthhee
SSuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt,,  JJoohhnn  PP..  FFllaahheerrttyy  JJrr..,,  wwhhoo  ccaalllleedd
oonn  hhiimm  rreeppeeaatteeddllyy  ttoo  cchhaaiirr  ssttaatteewwiiddee  ccoommmmiitttteeeess
tthhaatt  tthhee  SSuupprreemmee  CCoouurrtt  ffoorrmmeedd..””

KKeevviinn  WWaayy,,  rreettiirreedd  ccoouunnttyy  ccoouurrtt  aaddmmiinniissttrraa--
ttoorr,,  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  RRaauupp  hhaadd  aa  lloott  ooff  hhuummaanniittyy..

““IIff  hhee  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  bbee  rreemmeemmbbeerreedd  ffoorr  ssoommee--
tthhiinngg,,  iitt  wwaass  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  aa  ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ppuubblliicc  sseerr--
vvaanntt  ttoo  hhiiss  ccoommmmuunniittyy..  WWhheenn  hhee  lleefftt  tthhee  bbeenncchh,,
hhee  lleefftt  tthhee  pprroocceessss  mmuucchh  bbeetttteerr  tthhaann  wwhheenn  hhee
ffoouunndd  iitt,,””  WWaayy  ssaaiidd..  ““IItt  wwaass  mmoorree  aaddvvaanncceedd  aanndd
mmoorree  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall..  TThhee  pprroocceessss  hhaass  jjuusstt  eevvoollvveedd
ffrroomm  tthheerree  iinnttoo  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  ddaayy..””

SSccootttt  MMeettzzggeerr,,  ddeeppuuttyy  cchhiieeff  aadduulltt  pprroobbaattiioonn
ooffffiicceerr,,  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  RRaauupp  wwaass  aa  vviissiioonnaarryy  wwhhoo
aallwwaayyss  kkeepptt  ffuuttuurree  ggeenneerraattiioonnss  iinn  mmiinndd  wwhheenn
ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  hheellpp  tthhee  ccoommmmuunniittyy..

““LLyyccoommiinngg  CCoouunnttyy  wwaass  bblleesssseedd  ttoo  hhaavvee  hhiimm
hheerree..  HHee  hhaadd  tthhee  ggiifftt  ooff  vviissiioonn,,””  MMeettzzggeerr  ssaaiidd..
““HHee  kknneeww  wwhhaatt  wwaass  ggooiinngg  ttoo  bbee  ccoommiinngg  ddoowwnn  tthhee
lliinnee  iinn  1100,,  1155  yyeeaarrss  aanndd  hhee  wwaass  aatt  tthhee  ffoorreeffrroonntt  ooff
iitt..””

PPrreessiiddeenntt  JJuuddggee  NNaannccyy  LL..  BBuuttttss  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  sshhee
wwoouulldd  rreemmeemmbbeerr  RRaauupp  aass  aallwwaayyss  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo
aaddvvaannccee  tthhee  aarreeaa..

““TThhaatt’’ss  tthhee  wwaayy  II  aallwwaayyss  rreemmeemmbbeerreedd  hhiimm,,  aass
bbeeiinngg  aa  lleeaaddeerr  iinn  llooookkiinngg  ttoowwaarrdd  tthhee  ffuuttuurree  aanndd
sseeeeiinngg  hhooww  wwee  ccaann  uussee  nneeww  ssttuuddiieess  aanndd  nneeww
tteecchhnnoollooggyy  iinn  hhooww  wwee  ccaann  mmaakkee  oouurr  ssyysstteemm  bbeett--
tteerr,,””  sshhee  ssaaiidd..  ““HHee  wwaass  oonnee  ooff  tthhoossee  pprreessiiddeenntt
jjuuddggeess  wwhhoo  hhaadd  hhiiss  ffiinnggeerr  oonn  wwhhaatt  nneeeeddeedd  ttoo  bbee
ddoonnee  aanndd  wwoorrkkeedd  hhaarrdd  ttoowwaarrdd  iitt..””

JJuuddggee  RRiicchhaarrdd  AA..  GGrraayy  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  RRaauupp  wwaass
uunnmmaattcchheedd  aass  aa  jjuuddggee..

““HHee  wwaass  aann  eexxttrreemmeellyy  bbrriigghhtt  jjuuddggee..  HHee  kknneeww
tthhee  llaaww  vveerryy  wweellll  ......  II  pprraaccttiicceedd  llaaww  ffoorr  2277  yyeeaarrss
bbeeffoorree  II  ccaammee  ttoo  tthhee  ccoouurrtt,,””  hhee  ssaaiidd..  ““II  wwaass  bbeeffoorree
aa  lloott  ooff  jjuuddggeess  aallll  oovveerr  tthhiiss  ssttaattee  ......  HHee  wwaass  tthhee
bbeesstt..  II  ddoonn’’tt  tthhiinnkk  tthheerree  wwaass  aannyybbooddyy  eevveenn  iinn  tthhee
ssaammee  lleeaagguuee  aass  hhiimm..””

JJuuddggee  JJooyy  RReeyynnoollddss  MMccCCooyy  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  mmaannyy

llooookkeedd  uupp  ttoo  hhiimm..
““HHee  wwaass  aallwwaayyss  aa  tteeaacchheerr  aanndd  wwaass  aa  ggrreeaatt  rroollee

mmooddeell  ttoo  aattttoorrnneeyyss..  II  kknnooww  tthhaatt  hhee  wwaass  aa  mmeennttoorr
ttoo  mmaannyy  aanndd  sstteeeerreedd  mmaannyy  ppeeooppllee  iinnttoo  tthhee  ccrriimmii--
nnaall  jjuussttiiccee  aanndd  lleeggaall  ffiieelldd,,””  sshhee  ssaaiidd..  ““HHee  hhaadd  aann
iinnccrreeddiibbllee  ppaassssiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee  jjuuvveenniillee  jjuussttiiccee  ssyyss--
tteemm..””

EEdd  RRoobbbbiinnss,,  cchhiieeff  jjuuvveenniillee  pprroobbaattiioonn  ooffffiicceerr,,
ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  RRaauupp  hhaadd  aa  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  wwiitthh  yyoouutthh,,  aanndd
ssoommeettiimmeess  RRaauupp  wwoouulldd  eevveenn  ccoommee  ddoowwnn  ffrroomm
tthhee  bbeenncchh  ttoo  ssiitt  aammoonngg  tthhee  ccoouurrtt  wwhheenn  rreeaaddiinngg
vveerrddiiccttss..

““HHee’’ss  aa  pprreettttyy  ttaallll  ffeellllooww..  WWhheenn  hhee  ssttaannddss  uupp
aanndd  ccoommeess  ooffff  tthhee  bbeenncchh,,  hhee’’ss  aa  pprreettttyy  ooppppoossiinngg
mmaann..  HHee  wwoouulldd  ccoommee  ddoowwnn  aanndd  ssiitt  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee
yyoouunngg  ppeerrssoonn,,  aanndd  tthhaatt’’ss  tthhee  ccoonnnneeccttiioonn  II  wwaass
ttaallkkiinngg  aabboouutt,,””  RRoobbbbiinnss  ssaaiidd..  ““EEvveenn  tthhoouugghh  hhee
wwaass  aa  mmaann  ooff  aauutthhoorriittyy,,  hhee  wwoouulldd  ppuutt  tthhaatt  aassiiddee
aatt  ttiimmeess,,  aanndd  hhee  ccoouulldd  bbee  aa  sshhoouullddeerr  ttoo  ccrryy  oonn  oorr
jjuusstt  aa  ccaarriinngg  aadduulltt  wwhhoo’’ss  wwiilllliinngg  ttoo  wwaallkk  aalloonngg--
ssiiddee  tthhiiss  yyoouunngg  ppeerrssoonn  wwhhoo’’ss  ssttrruugggglliinngg..  IItt’’ss  pprreett--
ttyy  ccooooll  wwhheenn  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aa  jjuuddggee  wwhhoo  ddooeess  tthhaatt..””

SSmmiitthh  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  RRaauupp  wwaass  ssoo  ppaassssiioonnaattee  aabboouutt
jjuuvveenniilleess,,  hhee  eennddeedd  uupp  aaddooppttiinngg  oonnee  ooff  tthhee
yyoouutthhss  iinn  aa  ccaassee..  RRoobbbbiinnss  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  lleevveell  ooff
iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  wwaass  aa  bbiigg  ddeeaall..

““TThhaatt  kkiinndd  ooff  ggiivveess  yyoouu  aann  iinnddiiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee
ppaassssiioonn  tthhaatt  hhee  hhaadd  ffoorr  tthheessee  kkiiddss..  TToo  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo
aaddoopptt  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  kkiiddss  aanndd  ccaallll  tthheemm  yyoouurr  oowwnn
ssppeeaakkss  vvoolluummeess,,””  RRoobbbbiinnss  ssaaiidd..

KKeennnneetthh  BBrroowwnn,,  sseenniioorr  jjuuddggee,,  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  RRaauupp
wwaass  oonnee  ooff  hhiiss  mmeennttoorrss..

““HHee  wwaass  vveerryy  hheellppffuull  aass  ffaarr  aass  ggeettttiinngg  mmee  ttoo
wwhheerree  II  sshhoouulldd  bbee  aass  aa  jjuuddggee..  II  lleeaarrnneedd  aann  aawwffuull
lloott  ffrroomm  hhiimm,,””  hhee  ssaaiidd..  ““HHee  wwaass  bbrriilllliiaanntt  iinn  mmaannyy
wwaayyss,,  aann  aarrcchhiitteecctt  ooff  oouurr  ssyysstteemmss..””

OOnnee  tthhiinngg  tthhaatt  wwoouulldd  bbee  ggrreeaattllyy  mmiisssseedd
aammoonngg  hhiiss  ccoolllleeaagguueess  wwaass  RRaauupp’’ss  sseennssee  ooff
hhuummoorr..  HHee  wwaass  ffoonnddllyy  kknnoowwnn  aass  aa  jjookkeerr  wwhhoo
kknneeww  hhooww  ttoo  kkeeeepp  ppeeooppllee  iinn  hhiigghh  ssppiirriittss  wwiitthh  aa
ggoooodd  jjookkee..

MMeettzzggeerr  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  RRaauupp,,  wwhhoo  wwaass  aann  IIrriisshhmmaann
vveerryy  ffoonndd  ooff  SSaaiinntt  PPaattrriicckk’’ss  DDaayy,,  oonnccee  ddeeccoorraatteedd
aa  ssttaattuuee  iinn  tthhee  ccoouurrtthhoouussee  wwiitthh  ggrreeeenn  ccllootthhiinngg
iitteemmss  ffoorr  tthhee  hhoolliiddaayy..

““II  rreemmeemmbbeerr  tthhee  ccoouurrtt  aaddmmiinniissttrraattoorr  aatt  tthhee
ttiimmee  wwaass  ffuurriioouuss  aanndd  wwaanntteedd  ttoo  kknnooww  wwhhoo  ddiidd  iitt,,
bbuutt  JJuuddggee  RRaauupp  wwaass  bbeehhiinndd  iitt,,””  MMeettzzggeerr  ssaaiidd..

AAnnddeerrssoonn  ssaaiidd  tthhaatt  RRaauupp  aallssoo  kknneeww  hhooww  ttoo
ttaakkee  aa  jjookkee..  OOnnccee,,  tthhee  ssttaaffff  ppllaayyeedd  aa  jjookkee  oonn  hhiimm
bbyy  iinncclluuddiinngg  aann  oorrddeerr  ffoorr  ppeerrmmiissssiioonn  ttoo  sshhuutt
ddoowwnn  ccoouurrtt  ffoorr  SSaaiinntt  PPaattrriicckk’’ss  DDaayy  iinn  aa  ppiillee  ooff
ppaappeerrss  ffoorr  hhiimm  ttoo  ssiiggnn..  AAnnddeerrssoonn  ssaaiidd  iitt  bbeeccaammee
aann  uurrbbaann  lleeggeenndd  iinn  tthhee  ooffffiiccee..

HHaavviinngg  aa  ggoooodd  sseennssee  ooff  hhuummoorr  wwaass  jjuusstt  ppaarrtt  ooff
wwhhaatt  mmaaddee  hhiimm  bbeelloovveedd..

““HHee  wwaass  aallwwaayyss  llooookkiinngg  ffoorr  ssoommeetthhiinngg  ttoo
mmaakkee  ppeeooppllee  bbeetttteerr,,””  MMccDDeerrmmiitttt  ssaaiidd..  ““IItt  wwaass  aa
bbiigg  lloossss  ffoorr  oouurr  ccoouunnttyy  wwhheenn  hhee  rreettiirreedd,,  aanndd  iitt’’ss  aa
bbiiggggeerr  lloossss  tthhaatt  hhee’’ss  ggoonnee..””

Jurist was passionate about people

SUN-GAZETTE FILES
In his first official act as judge, Judge Thomas C. Raup admits his younger brother, John O. Raup,
right, to the county bar. John Raup was graduated from the Dickinson School of Law in 1973.

((FFrroomm  PPaaggee  AA--11))

that it, and not the Attorney
General, police compliance”
with the law and thus “abdi-
cated its statutory responsi-
bilities,” the court said.

The ruling sends the pro-
fessor’s complaint back to
the board for consideration.

Trometter’s attorney,
Karin Sweigart, hailed the
ruling as a “hopeful first
step to end the illegal fund-
ing of public unions’ political
agendas.”

Trometter had objected
to a political mailing sent
shortly before the
November 2014 election to
her husband by the PSEA
and its affiliate, the
National Education
Association, urging him to
“join Mary” in voting for
Wolf. She said she didn’t
support Wolf.

The November edition of
the PSEA magazine, which
featured numerous pro-
Wolf articles, similarly vio-
lated the state’s Public
Employee Relations Act,
she said in her complaint.

The union said Thursday
that Pennsylvania law and
U.S. Supreme Court rulings
permit unions to “privately
communicate with mem-
bers and their families on
any subject.”

“The truth is no dues dol-
lars are contributed to polit-
ical candidates or spent on
public communications
about candidates.
Communicating with mem-
bers and their families is
not the same as contribut-
ing to candidates,” union
spokesman Wythe Keever
said in a statement.

A board spokeswoman
declined comment on the
ruling and did not say
whether there would be an
appeal.

Court: Board
needs to probe
labor union
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Thursday. “I find it frustrating,
but it’s just part of the landscape
that we live in and we just keep
forging ahead.”

Throughout his White House
campaign, Trump repeatedly has
defied the conventional rules of
politics, winning his party’s nomi-
nation despite a history of corpo-
rate bankruptcies and lawsuits
that would have sunk a more tra-
ditional candidate. With impunity,
he repeats statements debunked
by fact checkers.

Two months before Election
Day, Trump’s policies remain
largely unformed. In some cases,
as with his plans to defeat the
Islamic State group, Trump says
they’re purposefully shrouded in
secrecy. At the forum, he said the
best way to address sexual assault
inside the armed services would be
to “set up a court system within
the military” — something that
has existed since the
Revolutionary War.

Meanwhile, Clinton’s cam-
paign this week published a 250-
page book detailing her various
policy plans.

Trump has refused to release
his tax returns, while she’s dis-
closed decades of filings.

And while she’s apologized for a
long list of past policy ideas and
personal choices, including her use
of a private email account while
serving as secretary of state, he’s
acknowledged just once that there
are statements “I do regret.” He’s
never specified what, exactly, he
was sorry about.

Clinton’s campaign acknowl-
edges that some of her liabilities
stem from self-imposed errors,
including her difficulty explaining
the decision to install a private
email server in her New York
home.

Republican opponents have no
shortage of examples that they say
demonstrate that it’s Clinton who
expects deferential treatment.
Even some Clinton supporters will
admit that she has mishandled —
and often completely avoided —
questions about her email and her
family’s charitable foundation,
fueling scrutiny of both.

But they also believe her mis-
steps have been given far more
weight than those of Trump.

“He’s displayed a reckless level
of ignorance and intolerance and
that needs to be called out,” said
Clinton campaign spokesman
Brian Fallon. “He should be held
to the same standard of truthful-
ness of his statements.”

As part of their effort, Clinton
and her team have begun tip-toe-
ing into a topic they’ve often tried
to avoid: sexism.

After Wednesday’s forum
ended, Reince Priebus, the chair-
man of the Republican National
Committee, tweeted a critique of
Clinton’s performance as “angry +
defensive the entire time - no
smile and uncomfortable.”

“People. Reince actually said
HRC needed to smile more. This is
real,” tweeted Clinton campaign
communications director Jennifer
Palmieri. Stuart Stevens, a vocal

Trump critic and senior strategist
to 2012 Republican nominee Mitt
Romney, tweeted: “In front of a
weather map, smiling a lot might
be a job requirement. In the Oval
Office, it’s not.”

In a Facebook post published
on the page Humans of New York
on Thursday, Clinton recounted
taking a law school admissions
test at Harvard University in 1969
and being harassed by male stu-
dents.

“I had to learn as a young
woman to control my emotions.
And that’s a hard path to walk.
Because you need to protect your-
self, you need to keep steady, but
at the same time you don’t want to
seem ‘walled off,’ ” she wrote in the
post. “If I create that perception,
then I take responsibility. I don’t
view myself as cold or unemotion-
al.”

Some of the pushback is clearly
strategic. A fundraising email sent

out by the Clinton campaign on
Thursday used Lauer’s failure to
“fact-check Trump” to rally sup-
porters.

With the first debate scheduled
for later this month, Clinton’s
campaign is trying to ensure that
Trump is positioned for a tough
evaluation, recognizing that
expectations can matter even
more than actual performance.
Aides fear a scenario in which a
single misstep by Clinton gets a
tougher assessment than repeated
mistakes by Trump.

In the Republican primaries,
Trump’s opponents repeatedly
were frustrated by his ability to
dominate the news cycle with
provocative comments and his
failure to suffer any conse-
quences for his words.
Republican strategists say
Clinton should have been more
prepared for that to happen in
the general election.

Forum calls differences in how Trump, Clinton are treated into question
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Chelsea Clinton signs autographs Thursday while talking to supporters of her mother
Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton after a speech in Scranton.
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