
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

PROCLAMATION OF DISASTER EMERGENCY 

March 6, 2020 

WHEREAS, a novel coronavirus (no1v k1101v11 as "COVID-19'') etnerged in Wuhan, 
China, began infecting humans in December 2019, and has since !1pread to 89 countries, 
including the United States; and 

WHEREAS, the World Health Organization and the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention ("CDC") have declared COVID-19 a npublic health e111ergency o.f international 
c<nicern, '' lln<l the U.S. Departn1e11t of Health and Hunian Services ("HHS'') Secretary has 
declared that COVID-19 creates a public health e111ergency; and 

WHEREAS, the Conunonwealth of Pennsylvania ("Co111111on1vealth '')has been working 
in collaboration with the CDC, HHS, and local health agencies sifJce Dece1nber 2019 to 111onitor 
a1ul plan fOr the contahunent and subsequent 111itigation of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, on February 1, 2020, the Co111mo1nvetdth 's Departn1e11t of flea/th activated 
its Dept1rt111ent Operations Center at the Pennsylvania En1erge11cy Managen1ent Agency's 
headquarters to conduct public health and 1uedical coordination for COVID-19 throughout the 
Co111n1onwealth; and 

WllEREAS, on March 4, 2020, the Director of the Pennsylvania E111el'gency 
1\t/anagenient Agency ordered the activation o,f its Con1111onwealth Response Coordination 
Center in support o,f the Departrnent of' Health's Department Operations Center, to 11u1intain 
situational awareness and coordinate the response to any potential COVID-19 i11rpacts across 
the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, as of .1_lfarch 6, 2020, there are 233 con.finned and/or presu1ned positive 
cases of COVID-19 in the United States, including 2 presu111ed positive cases in the 
Con1111onwealth,· and 

WHEREAS, while it is anticipatetf that a high percentage ofth1Jse affected by COVID-
19 u1il/ experience nlild influenza-like synrptonis, COVID-19 is a disease ctipable of causing 
severe sy111pto111s or loss of life, pllrticula1·/y to older populations and those individuals with pre
existing conditions; and 

WHER.EAS, it is critical to prep<tre for and respo111l to suspected or conjir1ned cases in 
the Con111u11nvealth and to inrp/e11rent 1neasures to 11titigate the spread of COVID-19; and 

WHEREAS, with 2 prestuned positiJ1e cases in the Co1nn1onwealth as of March 6, 2020, 
the possible increased threat ji·oni COVID-19 l'onstitutes a threat 1~{ bnnrinent disaster to the 
health oj'the citizens of' the Conunon1vealth," and 

WIJEREAS, this threat of i111111inent disaste1· and e111ergency has the potential to cause 
significant adverse ilnpacts upon the popuftttion throughout the Co111nu>nwealth,· and 

WIJEREAS, this threat of i111111inent disaster and e111ergency has already caused schools 
to close, and will lil<ely pron1pt additional local 111easures, i11cludi11g a.ffected cor1nty and 
n11111icipa/ govern111ents to tleclare local disaster e111ergencies because o/COVID-19; anti 



WHEREAS, this threat of in1nrinent disaster and emergency situation throughout the 
Coninronwealth is of such nragnitude and severity as to render essential the Co111111onJvealth 's 
supplenrentation of en1ergency re:i-,·ources and 111utual aid to the county and niunicipal 
governnrents oj'this Conuuo111vealth and to require the activation o.f all applicable state, county, 
and n1unicipal eniergency response plans. 

NOW THEREFORE, pursuant to the provisions of Subsection 7301 (c) of the Eniergency 
Manage1nent Services Code, 35 Pa. C.S. § 7101, et seq., I do hereby proclain1 the existence of a 
disaster e111ergency throughout the Contnronwealth. 

FURTHER, I hereby authorize the Pennsylv1111h1 Emergency Managenrent Agency 
Director or his designee, to assunte conrnrand and control o.f ttll statewide eniergency operations 
and authorize and direct that all Con1nionwealth depart111ents and agencies utilize all available 
resources and personnel as is deented necessary to cope u4th this enrergency situation. 

FURTHER, I hereby transj'er up to $5,000,000 in unused app1·opriate1l ft1nds to the 
Pennsylvania Entergency Managen1e1tt Agency /01· Entergency Managen1ent Assistance 
Co111pact expenses related to this e1nergency, to be decreased as conditions require, pursuant to 
the provisions o,fsection 7604(a) o_fthe E111ergency JY/anage111ent Services Cotle, 35 Pa. C.S. § 
7604(a). Ju atlditiou, I hereby transj'er up to $20,000,000 in unused appropriated funds, to be 
decreased as contlitions require, to the Penn!<.ylvania En1ergency Jl'fanagentent Agency pursuant 
to section 1508 ~(the Act of April 9, 1929 (P.L.343, No. 176) (the Fiscal Code), 72P.S.§1508. 
The aforementioned fu11ds shall be used for expenses authorized and incurred related to this 
ernergency. These .funds shall be credited to a special account established by the Qffe.ce o,f the 
Budget. I hereby direct that any funds tra11.\ferred herein that reniain unused after all costs 
related to this entergency have been satisfied shall he returned to the General Fund. 

FURTHER, All Co11111u111wealth agencies purchasing supplies or services in re!<.11onse to 
this eniergency are authorized to utilize e111ergency procure111ent procedures set.forth in Section 
516 of the Co11u110111veulth Procurentent Cotle, 62 Pa. C.S. § 516. This Proclaniation shall serve 
as the written determination of the basis for the entergency under Section 516. 

FURTHER, I hereby suspend the provisions of any regulatory statute prescribing the 
procedures for contluct of Co111111onwealth business, or the orders, rules or regulations of any 
Con1111onJvealth age1tcy, if strict co111pliance with the provisions rif any statute, order, rule or 
regulation would in any way p1'eve1tt, hinder, or delay necessa1y action in coping Jvith this 
e1nerge11cy. Co11uno1t1vealth agencies n1ay intple1ne1tt en1ergency tlssign1ne11ts without regard to 
procedures required by other laws, except 111andatory constitutional require11rents, pertaining to 
perfor111ance of public t11ork, entel'ing into contracts, incurring of obligations, e111pl11y1nent of 
ten1porary Jvorkers, rental o.f'equip111e11t, purchase o,fsupplies and niaterittls, anti expenditures 
o,fpublic funds. 

FURTHER, pursuant to the powers vested i11 me by the Constitution and laws of the 
Co1n111onwealth pursuant to 51 Pa. C.S. § 508, I hereby authorize the Adjutant General of 
Pennsylva1tia to place 1111 state active tluty for the duration of the en1ergency tlisaster 
proclan1atio11, such intlividuals and units o.f the Pennsylvania NatilJnal Guard, .for n1issions 
designated by the Penn:i-,y/vania E1nergency Manage1nent Agency, as are needed to address the 
consequences oj'the aj'oren1entioned entergency. 

FURTIIER, I authorize the Co111111issioner of the Pennsylvania State PtJlice to use all 
available resources and personnel in whatever 1na1111er he tleents necessary during this 
e111erge11cy to assist the actions o,f the Pennsylvania En1erge11cy Ma11age111e11t Agency in 
a1ltlressi1tg the consequences o.f'the en1ergeucy. 

FURTHER, I hereby authorize the Secretary of the Pe11n!<.ylvania Depart1nent of Health, 
in her sole 1/iscretio1t, to Sll.\JJe1ul or wuive any provision of law 01• regulation which the 
Pe1tn:i-,ylvania Depurt111ent t~f Health is authorized by law to 1u/J11inister or enforce, for such 
length o,ftilne as 111ay be nece:i-,·sa1y to respontl to this eniergency. 



Fl7RTHER, I he1·eby authorize the Secretary of the Pennsylvunia Departntent of 
Education, in his sole discretion, to suspend or wuive any provision o.f law or regulation which 
the Pennsylvania Depart111ent oj' Education is authorized by law to adniinister or enj'orce, .f"or 
such length oftit1te as nray be necessary to respond to this e111ergency. 

FURTHER, if investigations nrade on niy behalf deter111ine that the Co11urionwealth 
neetls greater flexibility in the application of state and feder"l 1notor carrier regulations to 
acco1111110date truck drivers involved in e111ergency activities during this e111ergency, I hereby 
di1·ect the Co111111onwealth Depart1nent o.fTranspo1·tation to waive or suspend a11y laws or federal 
or state regulations related to the drivers of'con1111ercial vehicles. 

FURTHER, I hereby direct that the applicable eniergency response and recovetJ' plans 
of the Couu11ouwealth, counties, nuuiicip"lities and other entities be activated as necessary and 
that actions taken to intplenrent those plans be coordinated through the Pennsylvania 
Emergency Managen1ent Agency. 

STILL FURTHER, I hereby urge the governing botlies and executive officers of all 
political subdivisions affected by this e111erge11cy to act llS necessary to 1neet the current 
exigencies as legally authorized under this Procla111atio11, nantely, by the e1nployn1ent o.f 
ten1porary Jvorkers, by the rental o.f' equipnient, anti by entering into such contracts and 
agree1nents as 1nay be required to nreet the en1erge11cy, all without regard to those litue 
consun1ing procedures anti for111alities 11orn1ally prescribetl by latt•, niantlatory constitutional 
requiren1ent excepted. 

GIVEN under n1y hand an1l the Seal of the 
Governor, at the City of Harrisburg, this 
sixth day of Ill/arch /u the year of our Lord two 
thousand twenty, and of the Co11uno11wealth the two 
hundred and forty fourlh. 

~IU:1 TOM WOLF 
Governor 


