IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LYCOMING COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA

IN RE:

: 21-00006
29" JUDICIAL DISTRICT OPERATIONS :

DURING | DICIAL EMERGENCY - :  ADMINISTRATIV ]
NINTH ORDER :

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

AND NOW, thir 7’7H2 day of January 2021, pursuant to Order of the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania dated May 27, 2020, and in light of ongoing public health concerns
relating to the COVID-19 pandemic, the President Judge of the 29" Judicial District is
hereby exercising the powers granted by the Supreme Court and ordering that the 29
Judicial District emergency declaration is extended through March 12, 2021, and
the following provisions apply through that date (unless a different date is indicated
below) subject to state and federal constitutional requirements and any subsequent order
by the Supreme Court:
1. In-person court proceedings and in-person access to proceedings will be limited in

order to safeguard the health and safety of court personnel, court users, and
members of the public.

2. The following statewide rules are suspended:
a. Rules that restrict, directly or indirectly, the use of advanced communication
technologies'; and

b. Rules pertaining to the rule-based right of criminal defendants to a prompt
trial.

3. To the extent possible, the Court of Common Pleas, Family Court, and
Magisterial District Courts will decide matters on the papers and conduct
proceedings utilizing advanced communication technology in order to limit in-
person contact.

4. With the exception of jury selection and jury and non-jury trials, inmates
v ! not be transported from the Lycoming County Prison or Pre-release Center
for court proceedings; instead, incarcerated defendants will participate by

' The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania’s “Second Supplemental Order” dated April 1, 2020, defines
“advanced communication technology” as including but not limited to systems providing for two-way or
simultaneous communicatien of image and sound; closed-circuit television; telephone and facsimile
equipment; and electronic mail.
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