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P R O C E E D I N G S 

THE COURT:  Welcome, everyone.  We'll now call

this special session of court to order.  This afternoon we

have the privilege of holding a memorial service for

long-time member of our law association, Craig Harris.  We

recognize and appreciate the attendance of his family

members who are here to join us for this memorial service.

I'd like to acknowledge the family members that I'm aware

of that are here now, which are his wife, Marty, his

children, Andrew, Peter, their spouses and children, and I

believe there's an exchange student, his father and uncle,

that became very close with the Harris family.

In May of this year, the Court appointed a

committee to prepare a report and resolution recognizing

the life and accomplishments of L. Craig Harris.  The

chairman of the committee is Martin Flayhart, the members

of the committee are Skip Greevy, Ben Landon, and Andrea

Pulizzi.  

I now recognize Mr. Flayhart to present the

committee Report and Resolution.  Mr. Flayhart.

MR. FLAYHART:  Thank you, Your Honor.  May it

please the Court, members of the bar, members of Craig's

family and friends who are here today.  This is the Report

and Resolutions of committee in memory of L. Craig Harris,

Esquire.  On May 6th, 2024, the Honorable Nancy L. Butts,
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President Judge of 29 Judicial District of the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, appointed the undersigned

Committee to prepare a Report and Resolutions

memorializing the life of L. Craig Harris for submission

to the Court at a public ceremony on June 6, 2024.

Accordingly, your Committee respectfully submits

the following Report and Resolutions:

L. Craig Harris was born on November 4, 1944, in

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, the son of Leonard C. Harris

and Elizabeth Craig Harris.  He died on April 10, 2024, at

his home in Loyalsock Township at the age of 79, after an

extended illness.

Craig grew up in Lock Haven, Pennsylvania, with

his two younger twin brothers, Paul and Reid.

He was an active Boy Scout and first displayed his

musical talents by playing the bugle at Camp Kline along

Pine Creek.

Craig graduated in 1962 from Lock Haven High

School and then attended Allegheny College receiving a

B.A. degree in economics.  In 1969 he received his Juris

Doctor degree from the University of Pittsburgh Law

School.

Craig met his wife, Martha Brockway Harris, who

survives him, in 1973 in the Lycoming County Courthouse

where she worked with MHMR.  They were married on May 17,
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1975, and together shared almost 49 years of marriage.

They have two children, Andrew Craig Harris and

Peter Brockway Harris, as well as three grandchildren,

Juliet Rachel Harris, Mac Andrew Harris, and Sophia Facao

Harris.  Craig is also survived by his daughters-in-law,

Elizabeth Harris and Celia Alves Falcao Harris, and

brothers, Paul Harris and Reid Harris.  

Craig served honorably in the United States Army

including a posting at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in

Washington, D.C.

Professionally, Craig was first employed as a

staff attorney for the Small Business Administration.  He

then was an associate with Attorney Joseph Rider from 1973

through 1979.  Thereafter, he joined with Attorney Clyde

Carpenter in Jersey Shore, Pennsylvania.  Subsequent to

retirement of Clyde Carpenter, Jr., Craig and Attorney

Martin Flayhart were in partnership beginning in 1984.

Craig continued the practice of law there until he retired

in 2019.

Craig was a member of many professional and civic

organizations, having been a past president of the

Lycoming Law Association and the Jersey Shore Area Chamber

of Commerce, and a member of the Jersey Shore Hospital

Board, the Community and Housing Development Corporation

of Jersey Shore, the Jersey Shore Industrial Development

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



     5

CAMALA JORDAN
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER, LYCOMING COUNTY

Corporation, the West Branch Child Abuse Counsel, and a

40-year member of the Jersey Shore Lions Club.

Craig was an avid outdoorsman, who especially

enjoyed hiking in the Pine Creek Valley, on the Loyalsock

Trails, and in Sullivan County, where family often spent

time in the summers at Eagles Mere.  Craig also loved

biking and playing tennis and golf.

Craig and Marty hosted several foreign exchange

students at their home, and referred to them as "their

other children".  They enjoyed traveling to other

countries, often to meet in later years with these

students who had stayed with them.

Having many varied interests, Craig was a

volunteer AYSO soccer referee, as well as a member of his

church choir and a Williamsport Civic Chorus.

Craig will be remembered for his welcoming nature,

and his consistently positive view of life.

Your Committee recommends the adoption of the

following Resolutions:

Now therefore be resolved that as a result of the

passing of L. Craig Harris, the Bar of Lycoming County has

lost a respected and conscientious member; the community

at large has lost an energetic and valued participant; his

friends and acquaintances have lost a fine gentleman; and

his family has lost a devoted, kind, and loving husband,
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father, and grandfather.

Be it further resolved, that we, the undersigned,

joined by all the members of the Lycoming County Bar, who

recognize and mourn the passing of L. Craig Harris.

Be it further resolved, that this Court and this

Bar do hereby extend to L. Craig Harris's widow, children,

and grandchildren our deep and heartfelt expression of

sympathy.  

And be it finally resolved that this Report and

Resolutions be spread at length upon the records of the

Court of Common Pleas of Lycoming County, and that copies

be sent to the widow and children of L. Craig Harris, and

published in the Lycoming Reporter.

Respectfully submitted, Martin Flayhart,

Chairperson; Charles Skip Greevy, Esquire; Benjamin

Landon, Esquire; and Andrea Pulizzi, Esquire, Committee

members.

THE COURT:  I can take that for you.

MR. FLAYHART:  Thank you.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  If you would like to

say a few words.

MR. FLAYHART:  At this time, we will open it

for members of the committee and anyone else who would

like to say a few words with regard to Craig.  As the

chairman of the committee, I will claim seniority and
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deliver my brief remarks right now.

Craig Harris and I practiced law together for 35

years.  It was a most enjoyable and rewarding association.

As has been mentioned in the resolutions that were just

read, he had a welcoming nature and a consistently

positive view of life.  He was a most pleasant person;

always willing to engage in friendly conversations with

anyone he met.  He had an equanimity of disposition that

was hardly ever disturbed.

The only exception that I can recall to this trait

involved food.  And I hope you're paying attention, Ludo.

At one time, we had an associate in our office who would

sometimes bring his Labrador Retriever dog to work.  Craig

was most particular about his food.  Not the dogs, but

his.  He had brought a sandwich from home for lunch and

carefully placed it on his desk.  Having been called away

for a minute, he returned to find that the dog had eaten

most of his lunch.  Craig was not pleased.

Other than that, the office proceeded smoothly

with Craig's wife, Marty, having been with us the entire

time as our estate paralegal, which she continues to do so

today.  I know that Craig adored his wife and his family.

His life has been a blessing to all who knew him and he

will be missed.

THE COURT:  Mr. Greevy.
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MR. GREEVY:  May it please the Court, Marty and

her family, certainly bar colleagues, and the many friends

and family of Craig who that are here today.  Initially I

think of the parallels of Craig and my lives.  Both -- we

were both World War, II, babies.  Sons of our families

born in 1944 a few months apart.  I have a couple months

on him.  I was August, he was November.

We went on to graduate from high school in 1962.

We went on respectively and graduated college in 1966,

Craig at Allegheny, which was my second choice for

college, but I ended up out in Ohio at that point.  And

both respectively then went to law school, both graduating

in 1969.

I never knew Craig by his first name.  We always

referred to him as Craig and I'm sure most of us here

agree that at that point.  I have been known as Skip, and

although Judge Kieser at my swearing in had noted that my

name but for -- thereafter, rather than Charles, would be

CF, but that never stuck and the judge knows that it

doesn't.  We both enjoyed our times together and certainly

times with our colleagues throughout the county.

After Craig served in the U.S. Army after law

school, including at Walter Reed Hospital as -- as noted

in our resolutions.  He joined Joe Rider and then went on

to practice with Clyde Carpenter, Jr., after both Clyde,
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Sr., and Catherine had passed away.  So I think back,

certainly he had two excellent mentors and those two

gentleman had formed a real basis for his general and

enjoyable practice thereafter.  They were both excellent

mentors to a great number of people and certainly to

Craig.  It showed throughout his practice.

Would often run into Craig here at the courthouse,

particularly once he had gone up to Jersey Shore.  And I

think all of us knew and certainly his Jersey Shore

colleagues know that he was a mainstay up in Jersey Shore

with all of the activities and the responsibilities he

took on there.

He liked to talk and share stories.  I always

would run into him downtown here or in the courthouse,

always had a few minutes to chat back and forth either

whatever was going on in practice or what was going on

with friends and other folks that we knew.  He was a joy

to meet on the street and to chat, although you knew, as

noted, that he liked to talk.

He and Marty bought a home here in Williamsport at

one point on Lincoln Avenue and I had drawn the deed for

that particular property and knew the history because they

had been lifetime friends.  And actually, it's right next

to where all the sporting fields are now at Lycoming

College.  When we would meet, I often shared some of the
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stories of that home with Marty and normally it would be

with Craig also.

My son, Chad, then did attend Allegheny College

and graduated in the 90's.  After that time, when I would

run into Craig once in a while, I mentioned how he was

doing and he would inquire how my son happened to be doing

at Allegheny, again, reaffirming where we ought to be

going to eat and where we ought to be enjoying ourselves

while we were in Meadville.  We would talk about our --

certainly our adventures here in the practice, but

certainly on a very friendly note.  

As Martin noted and highlighted, Craig can be

remembered for his welcoming nature and consistent view of

life.  His jovial spirit and certainly he was generally

fun to be around and to be with at any point.

His talents were many.  Certainly they're

highlighted here.  Certainly one of them is his musical

background stemming maybe from Camp Kline right up to the

quartet that he and Ben Landon and two other fellows,

Bob -- Bob was one the main one -- would be long

remembered because they were often here at a number of the

Law Association ceremonies, programs, and whatever.  We

could always depend upon the quartet of lawyers to help

and make the evening even more helpful.  He also was noted

that he was in his church choir and the Williamsport civic
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choir.

I attended his church service at Messiah Lutheran

Church on April 17th and I would say it was truly a well

attended and certainly a high tribute to what Craig had

built up during his lifetime with his friends and

everything else.  And helped to highlight his interests,

his talents, and his dedication to his community and to

his family.

I want to end my thoughts with something from that

funeral service.  In his prayer card was this statement

from the Bible and I thought that it was most appropriate

so often, but certainly as we think about Craig.  For

everything there is a season, and a time for everything

under Heaven, a time for sharing; a time for caring; a

time for loving; a time for giving; a time for

remembering; a time for parting.

Certainly Craig, as said on the prayer card, made

everything beautiful in its time, for everything that you

do will remain forever.  Certainly we see Craig's heritage

in many of the organizations in the community,

particularly in Jersey Shore.  But certainly Craig

certainly reflected those items in that prayer card.  His

life talents and dedication will remain with us all of our

lives and throughout all of our days.  Thank you.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Mr. Landon, did you
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wish to say a few words?

MR. LANDON:  Thank you.  May it please the

Court.  I knew Craig Harris or many years, primarily in

connection with his extracurricular activities.  As those

of you who are long-time attendees at law day and assorted

fans and groupies of the law day singers, for many years

we did the Star Spangled Banner at law day here in the

this courtroom.

And the most remarkable thing about Craig Harris

is that he was always happy, he was always in a good mood.

He was -- if you -- I saw Craig on a handful of occasions

professionally, but regularly in connection with Craig's

extracurricular interests and Craig was always ready to

go, he was always happy, he always had a smile on his

face, he was always looking forward to it, always up to

it.  

And as has been mentioned, Craig liked to talk.

And on a number of occasions when we would get together to

prepare for things, Craig would be talking in lieu of

focusing on what we were supposed to be doing and he would

have no idea where we were in the piece of music that we

were working on.  And on a number of occasions, in fact,

he would discover that he had the wrong piece of music out

because he was too busy talking to someone else to pay

attention to what he should have been doing.
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But if you were one of those lawyers who was

having too good a day, when everything was going too well,

and you just needed that glass of vinegar to bring

yourself down, Craig Harris is the last person you would

ever want to talk to.  Thank you.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Ms. Pulizzi.

MS. PULIZZI:  Thank you.  May it please the

Court.  Craig touched the lives of everyone he met.  I had

the privilege of meeting him at a very young age.  His son

Andy and I went to preschool together so our parents had

to carpool.  So he used to drive me school occasionally.

Little did I know that years later I would have the honor

of becoming his law partner.

His love for talking not only entertained us, but

I think touched each one of us in a profound way.  We will

miss his stories and his presence at the office.  May his

words to continue to inspire us and may his memory live on

in his stories we share.  Thank you.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  I will accept the

Report and Resolution of the committee and I'll enter the

following order.

And now this 6th day of June, 2024, in

consideration of the Resolutions presented by the

Committee appointed to draft the Resolutions in the death

of L. Craig Harris, Esquire, the said Resolutions are
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adopted and it is ORDERED and DIRECTED that the

Resolutions herewith submitted and the attached be adopted

as an official expression of the Lycoming County Law

Association and this Court, and that the same be spread

upon the records of the Court, and the copies of this

resolution be delivered to the family of L. Craig Harris.

It is further ORDERED and DIRECTED that said Resolution be

entered at large upon the record of the Court and that it

be printed in the Lycoming reporter.

It's at this time that we usually ask -- I usually

ask my colleagues if they would like to say a few words.

I would just point out that Judge Tira would have liked to

have been here, but his daughter is graduating from high

school this evening, so he was unable to be here.  But

I'll call upon Judge Linhardt.

JUDGE LINHARDT:  Thank you.  I first wanted to

take a moment to thank Craig's family for being here.  I

think it's important and I'm grateful that you're here

because while it's clear that you loved Craig very much

and that he loved his family very much, I think it's nice

that you had an opportunity to hear how his professional

colleagues felt about him as well.  And so thank you for

coming to be a part of that.

And so we've heard from those who have spoken

already that Craig has been described as pleasant,
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positive, jovial, adored his family, adored by his family,

an avid storyteller, always happy, and in a good mood.

None of those descriptions came as a surprise to me or

things that I did not already know or have heard about

Craig.

What I did learn, however, today was that

apparently Craig and the law day singers have groupies.

That was a surprise to me.

But again, I want to thank all of you who are in

attendance today who get to share in our thoughts and in

our memories of Craig and our respect for him as a

colleague and a professional and a friend.  So thank you.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Judge Carlucci.

JUDGE CARLUCCI:  Craig was a Boy Scout and as

many of you, I'm a Boy Scout.  He and I both camped at

Camp Kline.  He was a bugle player and a good one, I was a

trumpet player and and a lousy one.

And for those of you who have been involved in the

scouting program, you know the scouting program has a law,

12-points.  Trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,

courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave,

clean, and reverent.  I am fairly confident that if we

reviewed each of those 12 elements of the scout law with

members who are here, we would discover the Craig's life

reflected every one of those 12 elements of the scout law.
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I would lake to volunteer for cheerful.  This guy

had cheerful written all over him.  And I've been around a

lot of Boy Scouts since age 11.  I've been a Boy Scout for

almost 50 -- yeah, 50 years.  And Boy Scouts are

consistently trustworthy and loyal, usually helpful,

sometimes friendly, sometimes not.  Frequently are not

cheerful.  That is, it takes a while to warm them up.  He

had his cheerful going on every minute of every day.  And

his -- being around him lifted spirits.  And I don't know

anybody looking for a glass of vinegar, but I'm gonna tell

you that talking to him lifted your day every time.  And I

know we will all miss him.  Thank you.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Judge Gardner.

JUDGE GARDNER:  Thank you, Judge Butts.  I

initially met Mr. Harris through the practice of law when

our paths crossed.  Initially, I don't specifically

recall, but I didn't know him well really until shortly

after opening a business on the Golden Strip, which for

those of you who don't know, had nothing to do with the

practice of law.  But this incidentally is where I had the

opportunity to get to know Mr. Harris on a more personal

level.

He was a customer.  We discussed the news, we

talked law, we discussed problems with his car.  I will

always remember Mr. Harris for his smile.  It was
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welcoming, it was warm, and it put you at ease.

My last distinct memory was when I was campaigning

for DA and I was going door to door.  And for those of you

who have not had the pleasure of campaigning, not every

door you knocked on were you met by someone with a smile

on their face.  But when I knocked on Mr. Harris's door --

and at the time, it was unbeknownst to me that he lived

there -- that door was opened and he had a smile on his

face and so did his wife, Marty.  My condolences to the

family.  Thank you.

THE COURT:  One of the things that happen

sometimes when we want to have a memorial service is we

can't get everyone together.  And I think that Craig's

wife having worked in the system and understanding how

people come from all over and file papers and do

everything, it's -- we've kind of lost that community

spirit and that small town kind of feeling, because we do

have so many attorneys that come from all over.

But one of the things that I've always remembered

about this event, not only is the participation of family,

which I'm grateful that everyone including the extended

family member of the exchange student are able to be

present and, as Judge Linhardt said, hear what is being

said about him, is just that it reminds us where we came

from, who we are, and it also educates the newer members
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of the bar of what a long, rich. and congenial

organization this is, and bar is, and bench are.

And I -- I hate to think of a day where I come in

and I don't have that same feeling, but nowhere else is it

exhibited but in this type of setting, unfortunately.

Because it is really the only time where we take the time

to reflect back on the impact that people have had in our

lives.

And not until Ben Landon mentioned it did I think

that I could possibly be called a groupie.  Any time I

would see Craig, I would talk to him because my background

is in music and the theater, and when he would come in, we

would talk about how much -- how important that was in our

lives and what are we doing and what concerts are we

performing in.  And it just was so nice to talk to a

lawyer or a judge -- I would have been a judge definitely

then, but just to say that you had this whole wonderfully

developed life outside the practice of law.

And I think for someone to have been involved the

way he was in the law, but have this life and been able to

be such a person; a kind, considerate and caring person

when so many people think of lawyers as being anything

but, it's nice to be able to have this opportunity to

share all that with you.  So he will be -- he will be

missed and may his memory be a blessing to all of you.  So
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thank you for coming and sharing him with us.

So now would be the time where I would give the

opportunity for anyone here to speak.  Please feel free.

All I would ask -- oh.  I direct the -- direct my remarks

to Mrs. Harris.  I'm identifying you because we are

creating this record so that you may have it in the

future.  Okay.  Would like to say a few words?

MRS. HARRIS:  Yep.  I'm not a speaker, but I

used to work on the third floor of this building in the

mental health office as a mental health caseworker, and I

do remember the day when I got in the elevator and he was

on the way to -- there used to be a law library up there.

I noticed him, but that was reciprocated later.

But anyhow, I used to prepare cases to present for

sanity hearings, so I was working with jaggary Judge

Greevy a lot when things would come up and one day I was

sitting at my desk in the mental health office here and I

got a call, it was Judge Greevy.  He wanted to see me in

the chambers.  I thought, oh, god, what did I do?

So I went down, sit down, please.  Yes.  I

understand you're dating the young Craig Harris.  Yes.

Yes, I am.  Well, I just want you to know that he is a

very nice young man.  That was the whole thing.  So I

thought you'd like that story.

THE COURT:  I could hear Judge Greevy doing

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25



    20

CAMALA JORDAN
OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER, LYCOMING COUNTY

that.  I just wanted you to know that.  Right?  Well,

thank you for sharing that.  I appreciate that.

And I do remember when I first moved here the law

library was on the fourth floor.  And we had to give a

donation to the law association to get a key so we could

go into the library any time that we needed to.  Can you

imagine the day where the courthouse could be -- you could

enter it at any time?  1986.  I remember that.  Anyone

else like to say a few words here today?  Mr. Mitchell.

MR. MITCHELL:  Since September of 2011 I have

had the good fortune of being the nextdoor neighbor of

Marty and Craig and I can and will personally attest to

all of the accolades that were discussed today.

Especially his interests in outdoor hiking and biking.

Thank you.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Mr. Holland.

MR. HOLLAND:  I had a few brief remarks.  Even

though I'm tot a Boy Scout, I admire those that live by

the Boy Scout law and I will take Judge Carlucci's

suggestion and take the word trustworthy.  Craig Harris

was trustworthy.  That's so important in our profession.

If you had Craig's word, it was his bond.  We all need to

recognize that, be inspired by it, not only in our

practice of law, but in our daily lives.  And I thank --

I'm very thankful that I knew Craig.
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THE COURT:  Thank you.

MR. KIESER:  May it please the Court, Marty.

And before I went on the bench, Craig and I crossed paths

many times, particularly in real estate dealings, matters

of that nature.  And I cannot talk too much about the

scout law, but Craig's practice of law was just excellent.

He saw that his clients always got justice.

Craig was one of the kindest persons you would

ever know.  He was kind in all of the community activities

he did, but his kindness was such that it was based on his

love of, first, family, because he and I were both raising

families at the same time and, you know, just that's --

that's a -- you know, that's what we dads talked about and

he just beamed with that.  But the kindness he had for his

family extended into the community and I thank the family

for sharing him with the community because I know

sometimes there's a little strife there.  It's a notion to

be at home and what should be done.

And he was always ready and quick to attribute his

success both in marriage and family and everything else to

his God, and he honored God with his singing and

performance.  And so Craig answered God's law in that he

sought justice, he loved kindness, and he walked humbly

with his God because he never asserted himself to be

anything other than a good servant to his clients, and to
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his family, and to his God.

THE COURT:  Thank you.  Anyone else?  Okay.

Then I gather that this would conclude the memorial

service of L. Craig Harris.  And again, just a reminder

that the -- the words shared here today will be part of

the record and will be provided to you and your sons and

we'll extend it to the supported extended family member

from Germany so that he may share in the memories of Craig

from this date.

I'd like to thank again every member of the

family, members of the law association, friends, and

others who have attended here today.  And this special

session of court is adjourned.  Thank you.

   (WHEREUPON, the memorial service was concluded

at 4:37 p.m.)
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 17/5 20/13 21/11
West [2]  1/11 5/1
what [12]  9/16 11/4 12/20 12/25 15/6
 17/23 18/1 18/14 18/14 19/19 21/13

 21/18
whatever [2]  9/16 10/22
when [13]  9/25 10/4 12/18 13/2 16/15
 17/2 17/6 17/12 18/12 18/22 19/11
 19/16 20/3
where [12]  3/25 5/5 9/24 10/7 10/8
 12/21 16/20 17/24 18/3 18/6 19/2 20/7
WHEREUPON [1]  22/14
which [5]  2/9 7/21 8/10 16/18 17/21
while [4]  10/5 10/9 14/19 16/7
who [21]  2/7 2/23 3/23 5/3 5/12 6/3
 6/23 7/12 7/23 8/3 12/5 13/1 14/24
 15/9 15/10 15/18 15/24 16/19 17/4
 17/25 22/12
whole [2]  18/17 19/23
widow [2]  6/6 6/12
wife [6]  2/9 3/23 7/20 7/22 17/9 17/14
will [16]  5/16 6/22 6/25 7/24 11/19
 11/23 13/15 13/19 16/12 16/24 18/24
 18/24 20/12 20/19 22/5 22/6
Williamsport [4]  1/12 5/15 9/20 10/25
willing [1]  7/7
wish [1]  12/1
wonderfully [1]  18/17
word [2]  20/20 20/22
words [8]  6/21 6/24 12/1 13/17 14/11
 19/7 20/9 22/5
work [2]  7/13 19/9
worked [2]  3/25 17/14
working [2]  12/22 19/15
World [1]  8/5
would [36] 
written [1]  16/2
wrong [1]  12/23

Y
yeah [1]  16/4
year [2]  2/13 5/2
years [7]  4/1 5/11 7/3 12/3 12/6 13/12
 16/4
Yep [1]  19/8
Yes [3]  19/20 19/21 19/22
you [62] 
you'd [1]  19/24
you're [3]  7/11 14/18 19/21
young [3]  13/9 19/21 19/23
younger [1]  3/14
your [5]  2/21 3/6 5/18 16/11 22/6
yourself [1]  13/4


