
IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LYCOMING COUNT'yell:tE:

Docket number: C y''zqif.R'3
-< 't

IN RE: Amendments to the Lycoming
-+- : . j I

County Rules of Civil Procedure

ORDER
c..f'} ''h

@.',.AND NOW, this 2023,ins hereby

ORDEREDAND DIRECTEDasfollows

1 ) Lycoming County Rules of Civil Procedure L205.2, L208.3, L1910.12, L1910.14,

L1910.15. L1915.3, L1915.8, L1915.12, L1920.16, L1920.51, L1920.53, and

L1930.5 are amended as set forth on the attachment. (Underline is new

!angyggg; std:=eU :s removed :anguege.)

New Lycoming County Rules of Civil Procedure L1915.4-3, L1920.55-1 , and

LI 920.55-2 are promulgated, as set forth on the attachment.

Lycoming County Rules of Civil Procedure L300, L41 1 , L1910.22, L1915.3-1,

L1915.3-2, L1915.3-3, L1915.34, L1915.10-1, L1915.10-2, L1920.13. L1920.21.

L1920.31. L1920.32, L1920.33, LI 920.42, L1920.43, L1920.45, L1920.55,

L1920.71, L1920.73, L1920.74, L1920.75, L1920.76 and L1920.77 are

rescinded.

The Prothonotary is directed to do the following:

a) File one (1) copy of this order with the Administrative Office of

Pennsylvania Courtsl

Distribute two (2) copies and a computer disk of this order to the Legislative

Reference Bureau for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletins and

Forward one (1) copy of this order to the chairperson of the Lycoming

County Customs and Rules Committee.

The chairperson of the Lycoming County Custom and Rules Committee is directed

to do the following:

a) Publish the revised rules on the Lycoming Law Association website at

https://vw.lycolaw.org/rules-contentsl and

c)

2)

3)

4)

b)

5)



b) Compile the rule revisions within the complete set of local rules no later than

30 days following publication in the Penney/vane Bu#efh.

6) The new rules shall become elective 30 days after the publication of this order in the

Pennsylvania Bulletin.

cc: Gary Weber, Customs and Rules Committee Chair

Co«,N- AAW r\is+ra-h.n



L205.2. Filing Legal Papers with the Prothonotaly

(a)...
(b) Required cover sheets.

B. Motion Cover Sheet ...
A

4. If expedited consideration by the court is requested or

required by statute or rule of procedure. the fil na nartv shall

check the "expedited consideration" box on the cover sheet and

statethereasonforsuch

oevet:st;eet: Simultaneouslv with the filing of the request, the

filing partv shall deliver a copv of the request to the court

administrator who shall deliver the reauest to a judge. Such

consideration must be requested if the date of the pretrial

conference has been set or if the case has already been pre-

tried.

consideration

L208.3 Motions. Procedures. Briefs
(a) Motion procedure.

(b)

iT i= n'r=



L1910.12. Exceptions Procedure

A. When exceptions are filed with the domestic relations office. they shall have a!!asbedle.!hem

a copy of the order to which the exceptions have been taken. A Ellie L205.2(b)B motion cover sheet is

required. The hearing omcef who entered the ordQLshall be $QNed with a coov of the exceptions. ;l:ti$

B. If a transcript is requested, a request for transcript form mug be comoleted oursuant to L4007(A)

and submitted to the senior court reporter. If the excep11Q $ !else an issue not addressed in the order, a

transcriot must be requested. If a transcript is not requested and the court determines that the tr8Dscri

was necessary. the court mav. at its discretion. dismiss the exceptions. The excepti ns :nd twc ccple:

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



LI 91 0.14. Defendant Leaving the Jurisdiction. Any request for relief under Pa.R.C.P. No. 1 91 0.14 shall

be filed in the cfRce cf the prcthcncterJ' with twc copies: 9ne e ch fcr the acne:tlc re!:tiers ence

sh ! e bought bete::e tt:ie cohn. domestic relations office.

L1910.15. Paternity. A partv shall commence an action for paternity. independent of a claim for support.

by lllina a complaint in the domestic relations ofhce.
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CUSTODYANDVISITATION MATTERS

L1915.3. Custody EleeglnggP:t:t: s :nd Pr=:ed=re.



A. All pjgggjDgipetition€,-relating.g111y to custody Quoi:-v+sita+ioi:nPi#

motion cover sheet pursuant to be f!!ed h eccordence with rule L205.2(b)B

iinorchildren shallinclude a

BC. A: p rt cf the pre tfl:l procedures, {he dour admin:state:: sllalh:ebLAall custody-related

. (other than those alleging contempt or !::lose ache::lpa::lied by e petition

bpd::le::ge::icy relief, see L;+915:4 3 land LI 91 5.13-2) requesting special relief. shall b€19fbrr9d-to a family

court hearing officer for the scheduling of an initial conference with the parties and their respective counsel.

QD. If the custody action is !Dglyggg..!D..based--upon--a count bof a divorce complaint. an initial

conference before a hearing of6cer will be scheduled upon the filing of a wi:i+ten-praecipe-ol:otl:lenvritten

. The oraeciDe must include an uodated criminal record/abuse history verification

comoleted by the Bling party an a blank verification form for the oppQsina oartv. alana with the orde!/DQtiGP

required by Pa. R.C.P 1915.15(c).

E

!
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191 5.4-3. Initial Conference.

A. The oarties and their respective counsel shall appear at the initial conference befQ[9 ©eblnilv

courthearina officer.

B. If the parties reach an agreement resolving oll of thQissyes raised. the hearing officer shall

forward an order to the court for approval setting forth the terMS Q! sufb ag®elDe111::

C. If the oarties do not reach an agreement resolving all issues raised, the hearing ofHceLwH

conduct a non-record proceeding to establish a recommended interim order as to cu$!Qdy. padialcusledv

or visitation. which will govern pending further proceedings. This non:record pfeceedlna mav..be.a

conference with attornevs, conference with parties, and/or the taking of testimonv under oath and receipt

of other evidence and arguments of counsel as the hearing officer deems appropriate, based UDalL tile

oarticularissuesraised.



D. At the conclusion of the proceeding, the hearing officer shall: 1 ) give the pa!!!egeld ileUce Qf

the essential aspects of the recommended interim order and reasons for the recQDD d !!Q l2L D k D

initial determination as to the use of mediation. psychological evaluations or home studies.iE accordance

with Rule LI 91 5.8: 3) shall set a date for the pretrial conference.

E. No exceptions mav be filed to an interim order entered in a custody action.

F. Anv recommended interim order of the hearing officer shall be submitted to the court for approval

and upon court approval shall have the effect of an interim pre-trial order.

G. The hearing ofHcer mav refer the parties to mediation and, if so. mgv direct a da! bvNv!!!Gh the

parties must commence the mediation process. The date set for the pre-trial conferQDGg shglL3llow

sufhcient time for completion of the mediation process. If mediation terminates prleclalb !!11cip !d

completion date. the mediator shall notifv the court administrator who mav then reschedule the pre-trial

conference for an earlier date. The expense of mediation shall be paid by the parties in accordance with

the agreement between Lvcomina County and the mediator as the same mav exist from time to time.

L1915.8. Physical/Mental/Psychological Examinations and Home Studies.

A;--Upon agreement of the parties at the initial conference, the hearing ofHcer may include in the

recommended interim order a direction that the parties obtain physical, mental or psychological

examinations and/or home studies. prior to the date of the pre-trial conference and may establish a date by

which the parties must make the initial arrangements. Where mediation is utilized, the order may provide

that the evaluation be undertaken during the mediation process, deferred until mediation is complete or be

leR for consideration at the pre-trial
or agreed uoon by the parties. the expense of anv evaluation shall be borne initiallv by the party requesting

the evaluation.

e court arhea
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L1915.12. Required Certification for Petition for Civil Contempt Relating to a Custody Order.

1 . The opposing party is represented by counsel. Counsel was appt:izedgpp£j$gg

of the alleged contemptuous conduct and that a contempt petition would be llled unless

remedial steps were offered, but the opposing party, through counsel, has declined to offer

sufHcient remedial steps. Such remedial steps may include assurance of compliance with

the order and replacement time for custody or visitation time claimed to have been lost to

the petitioning party by the alleged contemptuous conduct.

A.

2

DIVORCEORANNULMENTOFMARRIAGE

L1920.16 Bifurcation

dce: nct ccn:e=t tc blfurcetlcn. :.A request for bifurcation shall be made by motion in accordance with the

procedure set forth in rule L205.2(b)B.. and mcy 5e referred 5y the econ, in It: disaetbn. tall:ie:bmilycourt
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L1920.51 -Appointment of MasteilHfgllDg.gEIger.

n

A. The following matters shall be heard by a hearing ofHcer

1 . Alimonv.

2. Equitable division of marital propertv.



3. Counsel fees.

4. Costs and expenses.

5. Divorce pursuant to 3301 (a) or 3301 (b) of the DivorG&CQd9:

6. Date of separation dispute under 3301 (c)2 gr 33QI (d) of the Divorce Code.

B. Uoon the aooointment of a hearing officer pursuant to A.I - A.4 above. an order will be 6Nered

scheduling a scheduling conference with the hearing officer.

C. Upon the appointment of a hearing ofRcer pursuant to A.5 - A.6 above. an order will be e!!!fared

scheduling a hearing with the hearing ofRcer.

D. Appointment of Hearing OfHcer. Form of Order.

1 . The motion for appointment of hearing officer shall be gccomoanied by a proposed

order that identifies the section of the Divorce Cede y de!. which grounds have been established

and the ancillarv claims the hearing officer is being appointed to hear.

2. The motion for appointment of hearing ofhcer shall indicate under which sectioQQf the

Divorce Code the divorce is being sought. as well as indicate the date the affidavit Q! cen$e1l Qr

affidavit of separation were filed.

3. The form of the proposed order shall be sybstantiQjly8f&119wf

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS QE LYCOMING COUNTY. PENNSYLVANIA

Plaintiff

vs : NO.

Defendant

ORDER

AND NOW, this dav of . 20 . Upon receipt of plaintiffs me11eltbr

aoDointment of hearing officer. the court hereby finds that grounds fot divorce have been established

pursuant to ]$3301 (c)if $3301 (d)] of the Divorce Code. 89By9rred in the attached motion.

is herebv appointed hearing officer with respect !9 pl ilfE.s

claims for

Bathe Court

Judae

L1920.53. Hearing by Maste+Hgg!!Dg.991fg!. Report. Requests for continuances of conferences or

hearings before a n:las+enP:fai:ni+y coup-hearing ofRcer shall be directed to the h+l+ily-ceui:t+:leal:ing



fearing ofHcer

L1920.55-1 . Matters Referred to a Hearing Offigec

The procedure of Pa.R.C.P. 1 920.55-2 is herebv adopted

L1920.SS=2. Exception Procedure.

A---AHThe original and one cook of exceptions to a Ma6tei:!s--..jiggling..gljggfjfreport and

recommendation shall be filed with the prothonotarv and include the repelLa!!d!

the exceptions have been taken. A rule L205.2(b)B mQljgn cover sheet is required. The cover sheet shall

indicate whether a transcript is required. If a tr8[1sGript is requested. the procedure of rule L4Q07(Absh811

be followed. entered with re:pest tc cl3lm: cf child s!!oped, spousal € ppeit,-aH::!Te::ly pe::!de::lte !ite a:

P

 
 
 



L1930.5. Discovery.
A.Any request for discovery in a simile support. custody. protection fro

victim of sexualviolence or intimidation case shall be };todd:tied:rte !!nt pel.minted by t!:te nle$ s!:lait remade

to the court by fIlIng.g..motion for leave to take discovery setting forth the type of discovery sought and

reasons therefor. This shall not preclude the parties from stipulating to additional discovery...AILgl$gQy9u

authorized by order of court shall be subiect to the limitations of rule L4005.
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