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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF LYCOMING COUNTY
IN RE: Amendments to the Lycoming

: ‘ .
County Rules of Civil Procedure : Docket number; | ¥ ©9°° \
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AND NOW, this _1‘_‘@ day of October, 2015, it is hereby ORDER@J et
o5
DIRECTED as follows: sl 8 3

1. Lycoming County Rules of Civil Procedure L212, L1007, L1302, L.1302.1, L1303,
L1304.1, L1308, L1311 and L1315 shall be amended as set forth on the
attachment. (Underline is new language, strikeotutisremovedHangtage.)

2. Lycoming County Rule of Civil Procedure L1301.1 is rescinded.

3. The Prothonotary is directed to:

a. File one (1) certified copy of this order with the Administrative Office of
the Pennsylvania Courts.

b. Forward two (2) certified copies of this order and a computer disk
containing the text of the local rule to the Legislative Reference Bureau
for publication in the Pennsylvania Bulletin.

C. Forward one (1) certified copy of this order to the Pennsylvania Civil
Procedural Rules Committee.

/ d. Forward one (1) copy of this order to the chairman of the Lycoming
County Customs and Rules Committee.
4, The revisions shall become effective 30 days after the publication of this order in

the Pennsylvania Bulletin.



BY THE COURT,
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Dygley N. /\nderson J.

Richard A. Gray,
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Marc F. Lovecchio, J.
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Joy Rey olds McCoy, J.



L212. Pretrial Conferences and Trial Scheduling.
A L.
B ..

C.-Listingofcases: -At-least-one-week-before-the-session-of-trial cormmencss. - the-seourt
admnistrator.shal-serse-upor-albcaunsel-and-pro-se-parties-a final-list-of casesto-be tried-duing the terrm-
Fhe-listing-will-have-prior approvalfrom-the-triakjudge-

D. Re-pretrials of continued cases. Where a continuance is allowed under rule L216 after pre-trial
conference, the case will be rescheduled for trial. A re-pretrial conference will be held. At any such
re-pretrial conference, the pretrial memorandum previously submitted shall be updated if appropriate, but
otherwise need not be resubmitted.

ED. Striking cases from trial list. Cases listed for trial shall remain so listed until settled of record, or
until a verdict, adjudication or nonsuit is entered, or unless removed by order of court.

FE. Extensions. For settlement purposes the court in its discretion may extend the pretrial
conference to a settlement conference date ar for a summary jury trial.

L1007. Case Monitoring Notice. Scheduling Order. Trial/Hearing Scheduling.

AL

B. A request for a revision of the scheduling order may be made by filing a motion that sets forth
the reason for the request, along with a rule L205.2(b)B. motion cover sheet. The—metion shall-be
accompanied. by-aproposed amended scheduling order—The motion shall indicate whether or not all other
parties concur with the request, and shall set forth the requested trial term and proposed deadlines.. If the

moticn is uncontested, the parties shall so indicate on the motion cover sheet. If the motion is contested,

the court may schedule a conference which may, upon prior arrangement, be conducted by telephone. |f

the only relief requested is a continuance of trial, the procedure to be followed is that required by rule L216.
€ [THE FORM IS DELETED]

Note. The currenl schedule of civil lrial terms and standard_deadlines are posted on {he Lycoming Law

L1301:1-—Agreement-of Reference.—Cases—whelherornotin lilgation,-regardiess of the-armount.in.
controversy—may be heard by-a-baard of arbitration upen-agreement-of counsel-for all partiesin-the
case—-Such-agreementshal-be evidenced by-a-writing signed-by counsel-for all sides-and-shall-be
filed-with the-prethonotary—who will ferward a copy-to-the-deputy-court-administrator-with a
proposed rule-L1007 scheduling-order—Said agreement-shall-define-the-issues involved-for-
determination-by-the board-and-shall-alse-containany-stipulatioas-with-respest-to facls —H-such
cases-the agreement shall-take-the place-of the-pleadings.in-the-case and-be-filed of record-

L1302. List of Arbltrators.
A. The court administrator shall keep a current list of all members of the bar qualified and willing to



act as arbitrators. Any new _member of the bar will be automatically placed on the list, by the court

administrator

B. Any attorney not wishing to serve as an arbitrator shall notify the court administrator in writing
and his or her name wilf be removed from the list, except that -

C. -Anrattorney-may-remov.e-his-or-her name-from-the arbitrator's list-and such resignation shall not
affect his or her abligaticn or qualification to serve as an arbitrator upon any case to which he or she has
already been appointed by the court.

L1302.1. Selection of Arbitrators. Appointment of Arbitration Panels. Substitution.

A. Upon-receipt-of a ssheduling- order-directing-asbitrationthe-court-administrator shall-reminate
fror-the-list of atterneys a board-ef potential-arbitrators—The-nomiratens-shallbe-made at randem—except
whare-an-attorney-is excused-by-reascn-of-incapacity—Hlness—or-other disqualification--_Once every four

months the court administrator shall select the names of sixty-four attorneys from the list of arbitrators, for

appointment to one of sixteen panels of four attorneys each  No more than one member of the a particular
family, firm, professional corporation, or association shall be nominated to serve on one petential-board
panel. '

B. Each panel will consist of three arbitrators and a substitute  Notice of the appointment shall be

sent to the members of the panel by the court administrator’s office The-court admmistrator shall nominate

to-the -potential-board—four-attormeys—pius- three—attorneys—for-each- party—invoived —The-list-of atlorneys
nominated to the-petential-beard-shall be-sentby-lhe-courtadministratorto-each-party-or his-or-heratiorney

Each-party in the-case orecounsel-for eash-party may-strike-off-up-lo-three- - alterneys so named-and-return
the-list to the-sourt administrater ithin-five—days-ofreceipl. If any-orall-parties-strike the-same-name-cr-fail
to-axercise-theirright-te-stnke-off three-names from-the-potential-board - the-fiest three rernaining-names wiil
make up the-board of arbitratars. The-fourth-listed-altorney shallbecome-an-aiternale-arbitrator- who shall
serve only-if-one-of the-first-three is unable-to serve-oris-disqualified from-seruing.

C Inthe event an arbitratoris unable to serve as appointed, he or she must notify the substitute of

the conflict and then notify the court administrator, as wel! as the olher members of the panel and the parties

or counsel of record of the substitution. In the event the substitute has already been called into service by

another arbitrator on that panel or is otherwise unable to serve, the arbitrator shall contact the court

administrator for the selection of an alternate arbitrator.

D Each panel will be appointed to sit for one fuil day during the four-month period and hear up to

two cases on that day. which will be scheduled for one-half day each.

L1303. Scheduling of Hearings and Notice of Appointment.
A. The court calendarshall reflect-that two roems will be-reserved for-two days out-of easl-month.

for the-purpose of-holding simuitaneous-arbitration- hearings—to the-extent that there-are cases (o be-heard



calendar shall sel aside four days per month for arbitration hearings, providing for the scheduling of eight

half-day hearings each month.

B. Upon receipt of an order directing the scheduling of an arbitration hearing. the-compleled strike

lists-{or-after five -days-if-a-list-is—pot returnedy.—the court administrator shall schedule the case to- be
arbitrated-for a one-half day hearing, to commence at either nine o'clock a.m. or one o'clock p.m.. in one-of
the-tworeoms reserved.  Notice of the date and lime of the hearing and of the arbitrator appointments sha!

be sent by_the court administrator's office to the parties or their attorneys and to the members of the panel

designated to sit that day, at least sixty days prior to the date of the hearing.arbitrators - appointed.

C—After -having—been—denlified-as—a -member—of-an--arbitration panel-and-after—having -been
scheduled-to-serve-onan-arbitration-panelon a-date-certain—should an-arbitrater be unable-toserve due-to
a- conflist-of - interest—conflict4n—scheduling.--er—other—sush- reasen—it -shall-be- that-panel-member's
respersibility- te-potify-the-eourt administrator whe-shatHthen-advise-the-alterate of his-orher substitution. If
further-substitution-isrequired—the-courtadministrator shal-selsct-anarbitrator

D-Arbitralers-who fail- to-appearforservicawitheuthavingfollowed- the-procedures-set forth-above,
shallrotbe-paid.-and-may -be-removed-from-the-ceurt administratorsdist of- ehgible arbitrators.

L1304.1. -Continuances.
A. Continuances shall be granted only by court order for good cause shown. A Requests-for
continuances request shall be submitted in writing to the court scheduling technician o forms provides] by

tie-court admimstralor_as required by rute L218C, - An-applicatienfor-cortrmuance-sheuld be filed not later

than three-days_one week prior to the scheduled date-for-the-arbitration hearing._and served on all

arbitration panel members and all parties or counsel of record.  If the request is granted less than one week

prior to the hearing. the requesting party or counsel shall contact the panel members and all parties or

counsel of record by telephone, fax or emall to inform them of the continuance .

B. When an arbitration has been continued, the court administrator shall reschedule the arbilration

for an available arbitration day, at least sixty days from the date of the continuance.

C. Upon failure of a party to appear at a scheduled arbitration hearing, the arbitrators shall proceed
ex parte and render an award on the merits.

L1308. Compensatlon for Arbitrators.

A. Each of the three members of an arbitration panel shall receive compensaticn in the amount of
$200.00 per case for which the member actually serves as an arbitrator, or $100.00 if the arbitrator appears
at the date and time of the hearing but no hearing is held because either (1) the matter is settled, withdrawn
or otherwise terminated at that time, or (2) was previously settled, withdrawn or otherwise terminated but
the arbitrator was not so notified. If the case is settled, withdrawn or otherwise terminated and the
arbitrators are so notified prior to the date scheduled for hearing, they shall not be entitied to any fee.



B. A substitute arbitrater who does not serve shall receive $50.00, uniess notified prior to the date
of the hearing that his or her services will not be needed.

C. Each arbitrator shall be entitled to receive additional compensation at the rate of $50.00 per
hour in any case in which the actual time spent in the hearing exceeds three and one-half (3 1/2) hours.

D. Upon the filing of the board's report or award, the prothcnotary shall certify to the county
controller that the report or award, if any, has been filed, together with the names of the arbitrators and
substitute arbitrator to be paid and the amounts to be paid to each. The county shall then pay fees as
noted on the prothonotary's cedtification._If an arbitrator has previously submitted a properly executed

authorization form directing the donation of his or her fee to the Lycoming Law Association Foundation the

prothonotary shall so note on the certification and the county shall submit payment of that attorney's fee to

the Foundatian.

L1311. Appeals. The prothonotary shall notify the court administrator of all appeals from arbitration. All
arbitration appeals shall immediately be scheduled for pre-trial conference and-triakby the court
administrator-at-the-earliest practical-date, for the next avatlable trial term.,

L1315. Settlements. In all cases which are settled, withdrawn, or otherwise terminated at any time prior
to the arbitraticn hearing, the attorney for the plaintiff (or the plaintiff if acting pro se) shall so notify the court
administrator and the arbitrators (including any substitute). In-the evert-ef-settlement. withdrawal-er-
ermination-en-the-dale-of-hearing. or- sShould the arbitrators appear for the hearing due to lack of notice
that the matter had been previously settled, withdrawn or otherwise terminated, the disposition and the fact
of their appearance shall be noted by the arbitrators on the award form and delivered to the prothonotary.



