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Generally, expungement is the process to 
"remove from general review" the records 
pertaining to an arrest, citation, or 
adjudication of summary or criminal 
charges. However, not all criminal 
records are eligible for expungement, 
and the records may not completely 
"disappear". Records may still be 
available to law enforcement and may 
still be considered a prior conviction for 
some purposes. 

Expungement is not automatic, and the 
court may choose not to grant the 
request. To determine if your criminal 
records fall within the categories of 
records eligible to be expunged and/or if 
the self help expungement forms are 
appropriate for you, consult an attorney.

 Who am I?

 Why Expungements?

 How does Pro Bono fit 
into the mix?

 What are we doing 
now?

 What can private 
attorneys do?





 Term refers to a growing national movement to 
explore strategies to provide legal counsel, as a 
matter of right and at public expense, to low-
income persons in civil legal proceedings where 
basic human needs are at stake.   

 Takes its name from Gideon v. Wainright, 352 U.S. 
335 (1963) (establishing a right to counsel in 
criminal cases)



 Legal 
Consequences
◦Direct 
◦ Indirect 



 Criminal Complaint
 Bail (Arraignment)
 Trial
 “Guilty”
 Sentencing
 Jail/Prison
 Probation/Parole

 Juvenile Petition
 Detention Hearing
 Determination of 

Guilt Hearing
 “Adjudication of 

Delinquency”
 Disposition
 Juvenile placement 

facility
 Probation



 Possession/Consumption of Alcohol
 Public Intoxication/ D.C.
 DUI 
 Homicide by Vehicle while DUI 
 Furnishing Alcohol to Minors 
◦ Criminal
◦ Civil liability



 Possession of a Controlled Substance or drug 
paraphernalia

 Manufacture/Delivery/Possession with the 
Intent to Deliver

 Mandatory Minimum Jail Sentences
◦ Drug type and quantity
◦ School zones = 1000 ft of a School or College 

Campus (Same regardless of marijuana or 
cocaine/heroin)
◦ Gun present



 Retail Theft (Summary to Felony)
 Simple Assault
Criminal Mischief (over $500 = 
Misdemeanor)

Criminal Trespassing/Burglary
Harassment by communication
 Sexual Assault/Rape



Page 5:  Have you ever been 
adjudicated guilty or convicted of a 
misdemeanor, felony or other crime?



 Inability to obtain professional license or to 
ever work in certain professions 

 Cannot serve on a jury
 Lose right to possess a firearm
 Non-citizens, even ones here for many years, 

may be subjected to removal



 Fines and Costs
 Supervision fees
 Restitution
 Legal fees
 Job loss and/or missed work
 Ineligible for benefits/loans



 Expungements:
◦ 70 years old and crime free for 10 years
◦ Dead for 3 years
◦ Some “non-convictions”
◦ Summary offenses after 5 years

 Pardons
◦ Apply to the Governor of the state or the President
◦ Very difficult to obtain 

 But can you ever get rid of what is found on 



 PBA Expungement Initiative
 --Pennsylvania Interbranch

Commission for Gender, 
Racial, and Ethnic Fairness

 --Cumberland County Pro 
Bono

 --Dauphin County Pro Bono
 --Montgomery County 

Public Defender Clinics
 --Philadelphia Lawyers for 

Social Equity
 --Barristers Clinics
 --Community Legal 

Services Clinics

 A look at what is 
happening today in 
Lycoming County --
District Attorney’s 
Office

 --Public defender’s 
Office

 --North Penn Legal 
Services



 Expungements May Be One Of The 
Following Types:

 1. Expungement under ARD Program –
Expungement under ARD (Pa.R.Crim.P. 320 
provides that the judge shall order the 
expungement of the defendant’s arrest 
record when the judge orders the dismissal 
of the charges against the defendant. 

 2. Expungement under the Controlled 
Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act 
– (35 P.S. § 780-119) provides for the 
expungement of records of arrest and/or 
prosecution for offenses under the act 
upon order of court


.



  a. 35 P.S.§ 780-119(a) provides in part 
that the court shall file with the council a 
list of those persons who were charged 
with a violation of the Controlled 
Substance, Drug and Device, and Cosmetic 
Act, except for Title 35 P.S. §780-
113(a)(30), in which the charges were 
withdrawn, dismissed or the person 
acquitted 

 3. Expungement of Juvenile Records is 
specified under 18 Pa.C.S.A. § 9123. 


 4. Summary Convictions – Act 134 of 2008 

– Effective January 26, 2009 amends Title 
18 as follows: (Pa.R.C.P.490). See Act 134 
of 2008 for criteria required for Summary 
Conviction Expungement eligibility.


 5. Rule 790 – Procedure for Obtaining 

Expungement in Court Cases; 
Expungement Order 





 PLSE is a 501(c)(3) non-profit legal aid organization. 

 PLSE’s mission is to work toward just outcomes for low-income 
individuals who have had contact with the Pennsylvania criminal 
justice system. Through individual representation, strategic 
litigation, community education, research, and legislative advocacy, 
PLSE advocates for a more equitable social environment for those 
with criminal records, including expanding access to employment 
and social services.

 PLSE was founded in 2010 by four Philadelphia-based civil rights 
lawyers who wanted to create an alternative legal service model that 
brings legal services directly into the communities most affected by 
criminal history record information and other social justice 
inequities. PLSE received tax exempt status in 2012.



 Your Online Guide to Legal information 
and 

Civil Legal Services in Pennsylvania
 Brought to you by:

 Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network
 Pennsylvania Bar Association
 Legal Services Corporation

 Pro Bono Net



David Keller Trevaskis, 
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PBA Pro Bono 
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